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Abide in Me 


By Minnette MacKay 


BIDE in Me, that your desires 
Shall of My nature be, 
That what you ask you shall receive 
Because you ask in Me. 


Abide in Me, that you may love 
Even as I love you, 

Bearing My gifts of love to all 
Because My love flows through. 


Abide in Me, so shall your deeds, 
As fruit that doth abide, 

Bear witness of the feast of joy, 
My life, My grace provide. 


we 
“ A New Allowance” 


Suffering brings blessings that we 
could never have without it. Only those 
who suffer can know the compassion that 
only God can feel, and the comfort that 
only God can give. Many of God’s chil- 
dren are thanking and praising him today 
for the sufferings of the past few years, be- 
cause their lives have been enriched through 
this as they never knew riches before. 
As old Samuel Rutherford said: “If your 
Lord call you to suffering, be not dismayed; 
there will be a new allowance of the King 
for you when you come to it.” The God 
who lets our suffering come is a merciful 
God. So Paul writes: “Blessed be God, 
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort; who comforteth us in all our 
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the com- 
fort wherewith we ourselves are comforted 
of God. For as the sufferings of Christ 
abound in us, so our consolation also 
aboundeth by Christ” (2 Cor. 1: 3-5). If 


God is letting us suffer just now, he is 
waiting for us to tell him that we trust 
him, and that we thank him. Then the 
blessings that only he can accomplish will 
begin to pour into our lives. 


—<— 


The Romance of a People 
Romance and tragedy are crowded into 
the past and future of Israel as of no other 
people in the human race. As the dry 
bones of Israel are now coming together, 
being clothed with flesh, and standing upon 
their feet in a new national consciousness 
and return to the Land, Israel is being 
given fresh publicity before the world. 
Philadelphia newspapers are publishing 
graphic stories of preparations for a vast 
pageant to be produced there the latter 
part of February, “The Romance of a 
People.” A tremendous company is be- 
ing trained; 3,000 persons will be on the 
stage at one time in Convention Hall. 
Israel’s history will be pictured; there will 
even’ be a burning bush, and the idol 
Moloch, twenty-eight feet high, with flames 
shooting from its nose and mouth, and a 
little child (apparently) sacrificed. The 


% 


The Offense 


Is it in the Oxford 


is devoted to the Lord, uncom- 

promisingly evangelical in his per- 
sonal belief, and at the head of a movement 
that God is using mightily both to save 
the lost and to bring the saved into a 
surrendered, Spirit-filled, fruit-bearing life, 
was talking about the Oxford Group Move- 
ment with another Christian man who is 
a fellow worker. He was speaking of the 
immense following the Groups are getting; 
of the way in which they hold house 
parties, and large meetings in the most 
prominent hotels, and in these ways and 
by personal testimony are sweeping multi- 
tudes into the movement. “We ought to 
be doing this sort of thing in our work,” 
he said. 

“We never can,” replied his friend. “For 
the Oxford Group Movement leaves out 
the offense of the cross, and we do not. 
Any religious movement that leaves out 
the offense of the cross can win a hundred 
followers, for one that the Blood Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ can win.” 

In other words, if you want tremen- 
dous, sweeping popularity for a religious 
movement, even when it is professedly 
Christian and evangelistic, just leave out 


A‘ EARNEST Christian layman who 


streets of Jerusalem will be shown, crowded 
with people. Probably the detail of Is- 
rael crucifying her Messiah will be omitted ! 
A well-known Episcopal minister makes 
the usual comment that “the pageant ought 
to do good .. . in promoting a better un- 
derstanding between races and religions.” 
There can be no “better understanding” 
between God and those who “killed the 
Prince of life, whom God hath  <aised 
from the dead” (Acts 3:15) until “they 
shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as 
one mourneth for his only son” (Zech. 12: 
10). There has been rich romance in 
Israel’s history: bright and beautiful times 
when Israel loved and worshiped God. 
There is richer and more beautiful romance 
yet to come. But black tragedy must 
come first, “so that none is like it: it is 
even the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he 
shall be saved out of it” (Jer. 30:7). 
Then indeed will “the romance of a people” 
begin, for “so all Israel shail be saved: as 
it is written, There shall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer and shall turn away ungod- 
liness from Jacob: For this is my covenant 
unto them, when I shall take away their 
sins” (Rom, 11:26, 27). 
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of the Cross 
Group Movement? 


the offense of the cross and the popularity 
will follow. But make inescapably plain 
the heart of the cross, the necessity for 
the shedding of Christ’s blood if a single 
soul is to be saved, and many will turn 
away. It was when the Lord had given 
his marvelous discourse recordeu in the 
sixth chapter of John, the heart of which 
was, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you,” that he began to lose his pop- 
ularity. “From that time many of his 
disciples went back, and walked no more 
with him” (John 6: 66). 

But is it fair to the so-called First Cen- 
tury Christian Fellowship, or Oxford 
Group Movement, to say that it does leave 
out the offense of the cross? 

The recognized leader of this movement 
in America is Dr. Samuel M. Shoemaker, 
Jr., rector of Calvary Protestant Episcopal 
Church-in New York City. He has writ- 
ten nine books in recent years, and most, 
perhaps all of these, set forth the position, 
teachings, and results of the movement. Sev- 
eral of them have been reviewed at length 
in THE Sunpay ScHoo.t Times. Two of 
them are devoted entirely to the cross of 
Christ as their theme: “If I Be Lifted 
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Up,” and his latest book, published last 
October, “Christ’s Words from the Cross.” 
‘Not only is the offense of the ‘cross not 
found in these books, but they contain 
teachings that are contrary to the Scrip- 
tures on this subject that is the heart of 
the Gospel. 

The offense of the cross is that which 
makes our Lord’s death fundamentally dif- 
ferent from the death of any other human 
being since the world began (for Jesus 
Christ was human as well as divine, both 
man and’ God as no other human being 
ever has been or ever could be). 

Christians have died on the cross, but 
not as Christ died. They have died as 
martyrs, true witnesses to Christ as their 
Saviour, and therefore have died under the 
blessing of God. Christ did not die a 
martyr’s death—his death went infinitely 
deeper than that. He did not die under 
the blessing of God, but under God’s curse. 
God made him, who knew no sin, to be 
sin for us (2 Cor. 5:21). God always 
necessarily curses sin; and the righteous 
law of God curses sin; and “Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us” (Gal. 3: 
13). 

When Christ, therefore, not only “bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree” (1 
Pet. 2:24), but actually became our sin, 
God had to pour out his divine and holy 
wrath against sin thus identified with the 
body and person of his only begotten Son. 
God cannot look upon sin except in judg- 
ment and punishment; and this: was the 
reason for Christ’s “orphan cry” on the 
cross: “My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” For the first time in eter- 
nity Father and Son were separated. God’s 
wrath fell upon his Son, Christ, on the 
cross. 

This is the tragedy of what our sins 
did to Christ, and to his Father. This 
is the offense of the cross. It is not pleas- 
ant to think of. It is not a popular teach- 
ing. Men don’t want to hear it, as a rule; 
it offends their pride, their sense of their 
own worth. But it is the Gospel, the blood 
Gospel, the only Gospel. 


What Did “It Is Finished’? Mean? 


It is not found in the teachings of the 
recognized leader of the Oxford Group 
Movement in America. He makes some 
statements that seem to teach it, but he 
completely nullifies these in other state- 
ments. In his book, “If I Be Lifted Up,” 
Dr. Shoemaker says of our Lord’s cry, 
“Why hast thou forsaken me,” that it 
“was a mood, and the mood passed.” “Even 
God seemed gone.” That word “seemed” 
is regrettably significant. Dr. Shoemaker 
believes that God had not forsaken Christ, 
but only seemed to have done so. 

When our Lord had consummated his 


great substitutionary work on the cross, * 


in the expiatory, piacular atonement, re- 
ceiving in himself the wrath of God against 
sin and about to pay the penalty of man’s 
sin, which is death, he cried out, “It is 
finished.” Dr. Shoemaker sadly misses 
the meaning of this word. He says: “I 
think that the thing which made him say, 
‘It is finished,’ was the knowledge that he 
had lived long enough to infect the world 
with a new principle.’ What a strange, 
_ superficial, and unscriptural interpretation 


this is! There is no offense of the cross 
in it. 
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Again, Dr. Shoemaker says that in that 
word on the cross the Lord was saying 
to himself, concerning his disciples: “They 
got what I said: They saw the point. They 
dared to follow. They will carry on. It 
is finished!” But the Gospel history tells 
us something entirely different. Not one 
of the disciples had, when our Lord died 
on the cross, got what he said or seen the 
point. They had all forsaken him and fled; 
not one of them believed that he would 
rise from the dead. Only after the resur- 
rection, and then after Pentecost when 
the Holy Spirit came upon them, did they 
begin to believe and understand. But some- 
thing was “finished” without any refer- 
ence to the disciples’ ignorance and unbe- 
lief. 

In the same book Dr. Shoemaker shows 
a strange fzilure to understand the Old 
Testament or to give to it the same in- 
spired inerrancy as the New. He says: 
“When they used to catch a goat in Old 
Testament times, figuratively bind their 
sins on his head, and turn him loose to 
forage for himself, making him the scape- 
goat, they were groping after something.” 
He does not recognize that Ged had told 
Israel to do this, and was giving them a 
divinely ordained type of the atoning work 
that would be consummated in the death 
and resurrection of our Lord. 

There are many true and Scriptural 
statements in Dr. Shoemaker’s books, both 
in the one just quoted and in his latest 
book, “Christ’s Words from the Cross.” 
But they are vitiated, sometimes contra- 
dicted and done away, by the unscriptural 
teachings in the same books. His latest 
book devotes a chapter to the cry on the 
cross, “Why hast thou forsaken me,” and 








This editorial is one of a series on the 
Oxford Group Movement, to be continued 
in coming issues of the Times, and then 
to be brought together in a booklet. Com- 
ing editorials will discuss the following 
topics: 


Literature of the Group Movement. 
Is a New Evangelism Needed? 
Should Faith or Experience Come First? 


Is the Group Movement’s “Shoring” 
Scriptural? 


Reviews of Recent Books on the Move- 
ment. 


In the issue of December 23, 1933, the 
movement was analyzed in the light of the 
declared positions of its leaders, including 
its founder and head, Dr. Frank Buchman, 
and facts were given showing that the 
movement intends to make experience, not 
New Testament doctrine, its basis and 
message; also that, while doctrines are not 
denied, they are usually ignored in the 
meetings, and Modernists and others who 
reject the blood of Christ and other vital 
doctrines feel at home without any change 
in their doctrinal unbelief. 


In the TrmeEs of January 13 a Christian 
woman gave her impressions of a house 
party in California, and showed some of 
the seriously questionable teachings. 


In @ coming issue the Times will reprint 
a-discerning study of the Groups by one 
who has been close to them in Oxford, a 
Church of England clergyman, C, M. Cha- 


vasse, Master of St. Peter’s Hall, Oxford. 
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says that in this cry our Lord showed that . 
he “was letting himself come to the same 
extremity to which you haye come”; that 
it was “a moment of let-down”; that this 
cry “voiced his momentary loss of the 
awareness of God’; that at this time “he 
had touched the bottom-most despair which 
we touch; and that is the loss of the hold 
on God after one has known it.” Again: 
“God himself seemed to be gone . . . there 
seemed to be no God at all where he was.” 
Here is. the repetition of that word 
“seemed,” which so misrepresents the 
Scriptural facts. 


Did Our Lord’s Faith Stagger? 


Dr. Shoemaker even goes so far as to 
say that this cry of our Lord on the cross, 
taken in connection with Paul’s statement 
that he was “made sin for us,” shows that 
“the human Jesus’ own faith staggered 
under it.” The faith of the Son of God 
staggered? God forbid! Why, even 
Abraham “staggered not ... through un- 
belief; but was strong in faith, giving glory 
to God” (Rom. 4:20). Abraham was not 
greater than Christ! “Before Abraham 
was,” said our Lord, “I am” (John 8: 58). 

Throughout this chapter Dr. Shoemaker 
declares and reiterates that our Lord was 
“sharing” with his disciples and with all 
the world his moment of “despair,” his 
mistaken idea that God had left him, and 
how his faith had “staggered.” The Group 
Movement teaching on “sharing” every- 
thing as a primary duty of all Christians 
is very prominent in this chapter, and it is 
suggested that our Lord, “whose passion 
was for the truth, felt that he would not 
be sharing all the truth he knew about 
life unless he shared this dark moment 
also.” 

But the chapter ends with the reassuring 
words: “In a little while you will see his 
faith shining strong and clear again.” As 
though our Lord’s faith had ever wavered} 
And the comment is added: “The world 
can never be grateful enough that our 
Lord shared his darkest experience. Now 
we know that he understands ours, and can 
lead us and lift us above this.” 

These are strange statements from a 
Christian minister. They cannot but off- 
set, with disastrous significance, the true 
and Scriptural statements in his writings. 
And they represent the teachings of the 
recognized leader in America of the Ox- 
ford Group Movement. 

Another vitally important fact, which 
true Christians dare not overlook, is this: 
although the appeal of the Oxford Group 
Movement is continually made to unsaved 
people, they are not told that souis with- 
out Christ as Saviour are eternally lost. 
The words “saved” and “lost” are sel- 
dom heard, and the relation of the Gos- 
pel to the life hereafter is ignored. As a 
minister defending the movement and re- 
porting a Thursday evening meeting at 
Calvary Church, New York, said of those 
who have gone into the Groups, “Their 
preoccupation with celestial bliss has ap- 
preciably waned.” Can any so-called Chris- 
tian movement be true to the Gospel if 
this can be said of it? Does true evan- 
gelism leave out Heaven and hell? Those 
who have little interest in the life after this’ 
have little in common with Paul, or Peter, 
or John, or old Samuel Rutherford, or the 
Wesleys, or Whitefield, or Spurgeon, or 
Moody, or the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Why do Modernists strain out the gnat and swallow the camel ? 


Gnat-Shy and Camel-Greedy 
By B. H. Shadduck, Ph.D. 























ERESY always undertakes to rescue 

God from some tangle of misunder- 

standing, or perhaps rescue the pub- 
lic from the fear of a malevolent God. 

In my youth I knew a man who paid 
a dollar for Ingersoll’s Lectures, and after 
reading it he took up the family Bible, read 
a chapter from it and then, to give vent 
to his outraged feelings, he arose and 
addressed his family after the manner of 
Patrick Henry and said, with an impreca- 
tion, “ such a God!” 

Forty years later I attended a meeting 
of pastors that included a young man who 
had just cleared from a theological semi- 
mary dock with a full cargo. When it 
came his turn to speak he arose and, with 
a pose very like the disciple of Ingersoll, 
he said, “I do not worship the God of the 
Old ‘Testament.” 

Here was a young man from an old- 
fashioned Christian home who had given 
some years of his life and some thousands 
of dollars for a group of opinions that had 
cost the other man only one dollar. 

It would not be fair to the young man to 
assume that he meant there was a gap in 
the world’s history when there was no God, 
or that the God of that period behaved 
badly; what he really meant was that the 
Old Testament portrayal of God set up a 
God that would be quite below the young 
man’s social and moral level. He felt he 
could not associate with a God who was 
in any way responsible for the severities 
of the Old Testament. 


Borrowed Heroism 


I once knew a photographer who kept 
a stuffed lion’s skin and for one dollar a 
young man could have his picture taken 
with a rifle in one hand, a bowie knife 
in the other, and one triumphant foot on 
the neck of a lion that some one élse had 
killed. If there is anything heroic in such 
a pose, then there must be the thrill of 
borrowed theroism for the graduate of a 
theological seminary to re-enact the van- 
quishing -of the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, meanwhile declining every chai- 
lenge to hear. the other side. 

It is now well known that the way to 
get your name on the front page of the 
newspaper is to attack the Old Testament. 
A city daily recently announced with some 
fanfare that a popular pastor would preach 
four sermons answering four questions: 

Is it wicked to think? 

What is left of the Bible? 

Have we outgrown the Bible? 
What hope can the Church offer? 

Watchwords that are accounted clever 
are given parrot-like repetition by thou- 
sands who have never discovered that they 
are utterly false in their implication. I 
give four that I have found lately current 
among young preachers I have met. 

Nothing is too sacred to be investi- 
gated, 

Preach Christ! You cannot defend the 
whole line from Genesis to Revelation. 





Dr. Shadduck, the well-known pastor of 
a Methodist Episcopal church in Ohio, 
is one of the most popular speakers at 
the conventions of the World’s Chris- 
tian Fundamentals Association and is 
the author of several widely read 
books. His inimitable genius exposes 
with merciless satire the follies of un- 
belief, the in cies of Modern- 
ism, and the childish credulities of 
evolutionary science. 











We have taken religion out of the 
court room and put it by the fireside. 
Give us a Christlike God. 

All this is but a part of the conspiracy 
to lift Christ out of his Scriptural setting 
and set him up against whatever back- 
ground the scene-shifters choose that will 


let them and their moral fad into the pic- 
ture. 


Beware of the Teachers 
Who Would Segregate Christ! 


Our Lord warned his followers that 
false prophets would undertake to segre- 
gate him. He said: “Many shall come in 
my name” —not in the name of the Bible, 
or of the prophets and apostles as a part 
of a glorious whole. He said: “Many 
will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy by thy name, and by 
thy name cast out demons, and by thy 
name do many mighty works? And then 
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity” 
(Matt. 7:22, 23). 

How strikingly this prophecy fits the 
men who announce their devotion to a 
detached Christ, an impossible Christ, while 
they discredit the basis for his deity. Just 
as though the stalk of a sunflower could 
be cut quite away and leave the blossom 
waving in the air, 

What makes this prophecy of Christ 





Dr. Shadduck's Books 


Readers who want more am- 
munition of this damaging sort 
against the false teachings of Mod- 
ernism and other forms of un- 
belief will find it in Dr. Shadduck’s 
books, which may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden Street, Philadel- 
phia. 

Puddle to Paradise. 
The Toadstool Among the Tombs. 
Alibi, Lullaby, By-By. 
The Gee-Haw of the Modern Jehu. 
Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn. 
Rastus Agustus Explains Evolution. 
Jocko-Homo Heavenbound. 
20 cents each, postpaid; $1.30 
for set, postpaid. 
Buzzard’s Eggs in the Eagle’s Nest. 
7 cents, postpaid. 














the more remarkable is the fact that its 
fulfillment must have seemed at that time 
most unlikely. The preponderance of 
scholarship then was trying to separate 
Christ from the Scriptures by . rejecting 
him as unworthy of the Scriptures. Who, 
at that time, would have guessed that 
false prophets would come in the name of 
the then discredited Christ? But now 
Modernism is trying to bring about the 
same separation on the plea that the Scrip- 
tures are unworthy of Christ. Nineteen 
hundred years ago the drive was for an 
anti-Christ Bible; today it is for an anti- 
Bible Christ. 

I do not say that this prophecy of Christ 
may not be fulfilled by teachers who offer 
a verbal allegiance to the whole Bible, but 
it is the Modernist that furnishes an em- 
phatic fulfillment. Modernists are not 
aware that they are trying, by a change 
of front, to do exactly what the scribes 
and Pharisees tried to do. Most of them 
would consider themselves the spiritual 
antipodes of those teachers. But the re- 
sults are strikingly similar. Without Christ, 
the Old Testament becomes an insoluble 
puzzle; and without the Old Testament, 
Christ becomes a contradiction of all they 
claim for him. Probably ninety-five per 
cent of the scholars of Jerusalem were 
the avowed friends of the Old Testament 
Scriptures and-the foes of Christ; and now 
the critics of the Old Testament, by their 
own confession, have the only scholarship 
that is not somewhat warped! 


The Modernists’ False Christ 


If you push the investigation to a logi- 
cal finality, you will find that. men who 
clamor for a “Christlike God” really mean 
a Christ in an ingratiating mood; they do 
not want the Christ described in the twen- 
ty-third chapter of Matthew. In that chap- 
ter he used a score of epithets to classify 
the men who would shut him out from 
their Scriptures. He called them hypo- 
crites, serpents, offspring of vipers, and 
reached the climax by classifying them as 
prophet-killers. He did not apologize for 
the “bad behavior” of the prophets — as the 
Modernists undertake to do for him. 

In the next chapter he warns us three 
times against the brood that would come 
in his: name and lead many astray. His 
thrice-uttered warning shows that he was 
deeply concerned with prophets. Why was 
he so critical of prophets that would come 
after him, while Modernists are so critical 
of prophets that came before him? Was 
not this a good time to expose the mistakes 
(if any) of his predecessors? Is it not 
clear that a false prophet must be a prophet 
with a new message? Is it possible to 
“lead many astray” except by leading them 
out of the beaten path already blazed by 
the law and the prophets? 

If Christ came back today in disguise 
and preached after the manner of the twen- 
ty-third and twenty-fourth of Matthew, 
if he prophesied, “These mine enemies, that 
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would not that I should reign over them, 
bring hither, and slay them before me,” 
would he be popular with the men whose 
rallying cry is, “A Christlike God’? 

In the twenty-third chapter of Matthew 
he said, “Ye blind guides, that strain out 
the gnat, and swallow the camel!” Let us 
see if that extravagant inconsistency is 
characteristic of modernistic leadership. 
Let us see if Modernists accept some the- 
ories that are a thousand times more 
shocking than the Old Testament severities 
and alleged crudities that they insist give 
offense to delicately cultured people with 
dainty morals. 


A World of Lust and Slaughter 


The modernistic movement has a bound- 
less mercy and tolerance for human de- 
pravity, even to the point of Universalism, 
—if the villains are not near neighbors; 
but it wants a God who behaves himself. 
One would suppose that sensitive souls 
who demand a God too good for the Old 
Testament would also demand a God too 
good for world conditions as they are today. 
We live in a world where politics, society, 
sports, literature, and even religion are, 
in spots, saturated with cruelty, dishonesty, 
and indecency. We live in a world where 
millions languish with loathsome, linger- 
ing, and torturing diseases and half the 
world goes to bed hungry. We. are sur- 
rounded with animal life that, from one- 
celled creatures, invisible to the naked eye, 
up to the monsters of jungle and sea, fairly 
stews in a broth of lust and slaughter. Any 
consistent critic of the God of the whole 
Bible ought to explain the relation his 
own particular god sustains to this inferno, 

Modernists have no difficulty in believ- 
ing that for a million ages it was God’s 
plan to continue a process that destroyed 
lives as numberless as the dust of the desert 
by famine, fire, frost, flood, tooth, and claw, 
that he might “evolve” the most relent- 
less killer of them all—man. Let angels 
and men and demons behold and marvel 
at the man who strains out the deity of 
the Old Testament and gulps down without 
a blink a deity who fostered (they say) 
horrors beyond the reach of the heaped-up 
adjectives of all languages, that he might 
change innocent amcebas into such crea- 
tures as, for example, tomcats, that blood 
might flow and fur fly while he refined, 
with disaster and disease, the dirt that 
was being evolved into a cannibal. 

If God had made a million worlds, and 
each one had been a million times as large 
as this, and all these worlds were densely 
populated with humans the size of mos- 
quitoes, and if God destroyed them all and 
replaced them with a new generation every 
twenty minutes during the period of Old 
Testament history, the sum total of hor- 
rors would not equal the carnival of slaugh- 
ter of the alleged millions of years of evo- 
lution. 

If there is to be a museum for gnat- 
straining camel-swallowers in the next life, 
the front cage ought to be given to the 
evolutionist who is shocked at the severities 
of the Old Testament. : 

If all creatures could understand and 
vote, man would be elected the double-dyed, 
triple-damned monster of the universe. 

I have been a ruthless killer in my time. 
I have slain without regard for age, sex, 
or innocence. I have not spared the un- 
born or those with but a few days to live. 
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Who am I, steeped in habits of slaughter, 
to dictate standards of mercy to God? 
In my boyhood I was given a job of 


. burning over a former wood lot then cov- 


ered with brush, briars, weeds, stumps, and 
rotten logs. It was great sport for me; 
I revelled in the eddying billows of flame; 
but I destroyed more living creatures than 
there have been hairs on the heads of all 
humans since Adam. Only rabbits and 
birds escaped, leaving their babies behind. 
Not one per cent of those creatures had 
harmed me or mine. 

A thousand times I have carried water 
for cooking, washing, or irrigation, and 
when I trv-to estimate the lives I have de- 
stroyed by such use of water, I figure 
into the shadows of infinity. Who am I, 
to tell God what he can do with those 
who heap indignities upon him? 

If there is a show room in eternity, the 
second cage may well be given to the 
man whg can swat flies, smother mos- 
quitoes, trap mice, poison rats, spray gar- 
den and orchard with lethal mixtures, im- 
pale worms on a _ fish-hook, surround 
himself with the comforts that come to him 
tear-wet, swet-wet, perhaps blood-wet 
from the touch of underpaid toilers, yet he 
scolds at a God who deals effectively with 
those who are an insult to Him, a curse 
to themselves, and a plague to their neigh- 
bors. 

For the third freak for eternal exhibi- 
tion I nominate the man who is shocked 
at the severities of the Old Testament yet 
accepts science as the twin sister of religion 
— his religion. 


Horns under the Halo of Science 


In the address of the Bishops of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, delivered at 
the General Conference of 1932, they said, 
“Religion and science are the twin sisters 
of the world’s progress.” 

During the period of the World War we 
had more cat fights than we had soldiers 
in that war, and so far as known no cat 
lost its life in such fights. Why are 
human battles more deadly? Because 
science helps in the man-fights and leaves 
the cats to unscientific warfare. A cat 
fight calls into action forty scimitar claws 
and eight ivory daggers, but when the 
“twin sister of religion’ with horns under 
its halo gets into the war game, the bishops 
call it by another name. 

Science gave us automobiles and alcohol 
to cheer the man who drives, and if the 
automobile kills more than we lost in the 
war, there is yet another name for this 
twin of holiness. Science will smash you, 
science will patch you, and if the smash- 
ing is too much for the patching, science 
will embalm you. Science will cut out 
your appendix,—but the creatures who 
have not been modified by science do not 
need it cut out. I hope I appreciate all 
that science has done for the race; but 
Science is just as ready to loan itself to 
the Devil as it is to twin with religion. 
Science and sin, working together, threaten 
to destroy civilization, and we shall never 
save the world till we save science. Hew- 
ever, I admit that science makes a good 
twin or serhaps spawning mate for some 
religion. 


I have never known a leader who scolded” 


at the Old Testament who did not harp 
upon the idea that all men are brothers 
in the family of God, regardless of their 
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physical and mental equipment and the 
warp of their.character, Nothing could 
be farther from the facts of history or 
the logic of good sense, 

The farmer who adopted the policy that 
all breeds and individuals of domestic ani- 
mals and all! types of fruits and vegetables 
were equally worthy of survival, would 
be a fool for a few years and a bankrupt 
the balance of his life. The theory is a 
denial of the Darwinian gospel of the “sur- 
vival of the fittest’—-so dear to these 
brotherhood brethren. That groups of 
people who are degenerate physically, men- 
tally, spiritually, must be equally favored 
of God, and that he may not justly choose 
to save one group and blot out another for 
the same reason that a stock breeder does, 
is an‘insult to the intelligence of God and 
an advertisement of the camel-swallowing 
inconsistency of his critics. In some form 
of words, the spiritual brotherhood of all 
men is the creed of millions but, except 
for a few show window samples, it is prac- 
‘ticed by none, 

The most ardent “brotherhood” man 
would rather not raise his family among 
thieves, blasphemers, or sodomites. Of 
the groups of humans, about ninety-nine 
per cent of them are of such a type that 
he would not willingly accept a son-in-law 
from among them. Few of them would 
he accept as a tenant if he had a room in 
his home to rent. However, if they will 
beat their wives, or strangle their girl 
babies, or practice their sodomy, or do their 
devil dances, or keep a dozen wives, far 
enough away not to taint his presence, 
they are (theoretically) his brothers. 

Breed counts for much, but physical 
brotherhood did not insure the same des- 
tiny for the rich man and Lazarus. 

I once conducted meetings in a com- 
munity near a tribe of Indians who refused 
to be civilized. They traded wives as old 


time gypsies traded horses. They made - 


merry with feasts of baked dog. One Sun- 
day morning some one in the white settle- 
ment gave the old chief a sick dog for a 
feast —if he could catch it. The chief 
hailed me on my way to church and asked 
me to help him run the dog down. I 
shook my head, and earnestly wished I 
might see the invitation to the dog chase 
and the dog feast given to some eminent 
man with a brotherhood complex. I lost 
the friendship of the chief, but retained 
the respect of the dog. What would you 
have done? 


More Evolutionary Vagaries 


Here is the modernistic theory of crea- 
tion. 

God was a billion years evolving life up 
(or down) from protoplasm to tigers, 
hyenas, rats, buzzards, and cannibals. In 
all that time not one creature even knew 
there was a God until the cannibal had sus- 
picions — and these ideas were so wrapped 
in superstition that they were a curse rather 
than a blessing. However, human think- 
ing evolved with the human for a hundred 
thousand years, and even then, after these 
ages of divine refinements, human notions 
were so far wrong that when Christ came 
to earth the intelligentsia led the rabble 
in spitting on him. All this would argue 
that human intellect cannot be trusted to 
set up its own notion of God. After an- 
other 1,900 years a few unusually brilliant 
men decide that there must be a satisfactory 
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God hidden by superstition—if they can 
only get him unwrapped, With the idea 
of a humanly revealed God, they under- 
take to clear away the tangle of folklore. 
So, after an alleged hundred thousand 
years, during which time man imagined 
everything about God but the truth, God 
is about to be revealed. Now, when man 
is losing the use of 180 organs (they say), 
when man has his appendix in a bottle, 
takes his teeth out to clean them, takes his 
hair off to wash his head — when he spurs 
himself with stimulants and calms himself 
with sedatives —now, when man is about 
ready for the junk pile, the pathfinding 
theologians brood and cluck with a proph- 
ecy that something will soon be hatched. 
For ten million centuries (if you believe 
it) God waited for man to evolve, and 
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then for another thousand centuries waited 


for this glad day and modern scholarshi 
oHBL 


to reveal Him. Is it any ‘that 
is turning to agnosticism: — 

E. Stanley Jones, the best "known aN. 
sionary in Methodism, says of a visit he 
made to the Forman Christian College in 
Lahore, India, in 1932: “Most of the 
students were shell-shocked by their con- 
tact with modern thought. In the eve- 
nings I would sit down with them in the 
hostels and ask them where they were. In 
a group of fifty there would be scarcely 
three or four who had a vestige of faith 
of any. kind remaining.” 

Just another “Christian” college that col- 
lects money from believers and destroys 
the faith of youth. 


(To be continued next week) 
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With Gospel Tents in Belgium 


Glimpses of the campaigns carried on last 
Mission 


By O. Vansteenberghe 














** Endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,’’ 


is good advice for those who 


carry on the summer tent campaigns year after year in the Belgian Gospel Mission. 
Hard labor is required in transporting the big tents from one town to another; wind and 


rain strain at the ropes and 


canvas at night; the speakers’ voices are taxed, and the 


other workers must put up with many hardships. Mr. Vansteenberghe, one of the leaders 
of the Mission, ‘tells of blessings that followed last summer’s work. In this time of de- 
pression the workers greatly need the continued prayer and financial support of the 


friends of the Mission. 


Gifts should be sent to the Treasurer, C. G. Trumbull, 325 


North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


ET me take you around rapidly to 

the places visited last summer by 

our Flemish tent. In April and 
May it looked as if there could be no 
‘tent campaign. Finances were bad and 
getting worse. But God had a way out. 
Certain brethren asked us to let them have 
the tent without cost to the Mission. The 
door opened by the Lord was entered into 
at Mouscron, where two series of meet- 
ings were held and blessed results regis- 
tered. 

Bruges came next. Bruges itself, with 
its bishop and numerous clergy, ‘*monks, 
and nuns of every order and hue, would 
not have us, but the small suburb of St. 
A. has a tolerant burgomaster and he 
was willing to give a plot of ground free. 
A tent in a village where the Gospel is 
well-nigh unknown makes the people think 
of a circus or an opportunity to dance. 
They associate religious things with 
churches or cathedrals, never with a tent. 
No wonder therefore that the linen struc- 
ture drew numerous and diverse: comments 
from the people around. However, the meet- 
ings started, curiosity was duly aroused, 
and the people came, but remained stand- 
ing outside: few went in. Our Brother 
T. has a good voice, so that anyone within 
a very large radius, on a still night, stands 
a good chance of hearing. Thus the mes- 
sage was sounded forth in the face of 
fear, mockery, hostility, and even an at- 
tempt by two nuns to keep the people from 
listening, through their prayers and the 
rosaries which they threw all around the 
tent. The audience grew slowly, and at 
the end of the campaign a goodly number 
had gathered inside and were most atten- 
tive, listening to the good news of free 
salvation through faith. 

From Bruges to L. was quite a long 


journey and an expensive one, but we felt 
that L. needed the help of the tent. The 
post had fallen on evil days; the attend- 
ance had decreased, and most of the few 
believers seemed very cold and unconcerned. 
Ground was secured and the tent put up. 
From the first night the audiences were 
very large, the interest grew steadily, and 
now, some months since that campaign, 
more than fifty people continue to attend 
the regular meetings, as a result of that 
effort. We have never seen such results 
from a tent campaign. The Lord had 
mercy upon the work at L., and granted 
it a new lease of life. The new converts 
seem very keen. Pray for them and for 
our Brother H. in charge. 

The season being already far advanced 
for work in Belgium, we lent our tent 
to a group of Christians just across the 
Dutch border for the whole of September, 
and this arrangement paid for all extra 
expenses incurred by the work at L. The 
tent campaign did not cost anything to the 
Mission; the Lord certainly worked on our 
behalf. 

And what about the French tent? There 
also we can detect God’s guiding hand. In 
every place visited there was blessing, but 
it was especially in Enghien and Blanmont 
that the work of God was remarkable. In 
Enghien the work has always been diffi- 
cult because of the ignorance of the peo- 
ple and the fact that so many are bilingual, 
which means that they talk Flemish among 
themselves but, when it comes to reading, 
need the French. The tent meetings were 
very well attended by a crowd eager to 
learn the way of life, and the result is 
that more than a dozen new people have 
since followed the regular gatherings in 
the hall. 

After Enghien we went to Blanmont. 
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This place constitutes a chapter in our 


stary, withgut an end, which began at 
Lenk Cems 


wftaas} 1932, in our hall at Sart. There 
PAwdan“heard the good news and went back 
to Villeroux, his village, and told the peo- 
ple about the Gospel. The result was that 
a new work sprang up in that village. 
Blanmont lies farther on, at a distance of 
three miles. As we went to Villeroux to 
preach the Gospel we touched also Blan- 
mont, and now here we were with the 
tent. 


I shall never forget my first impression 
when, on the opening night, I arrived from 
the station. I saw the tent put up at the 
bottom of what used to be a quarry, — 
now it is a meadow, but the sun never 
seems to reach it, for I saw stacks of 
half dry hay still lying around and it was 
the beginning of September. At seven 
o'clock the mist rose from the wet.ground 
and almost hid the tent from view: The 
day had been very hot, but as the mist rose 
the damp met every one who came to the 
tent.. The question arose in our mind, — 
will the people come in? 

We had a prayer meeting, crying to God 
to help us and compel the people to listen 
.to the message. The Lord heard, for 
when the message was about to be given 
the tent was almost full; besides the friends 
from S. and V., some eighty people were 
there from Blanmont. They simply drank 
in the message! We remained only five 
days at Blanmont, but at the end of our 
stay more than a hundred people from the 
village, a fifth of the population, had come 
to the last meeting. Their eagerness to 
hear more was manifested when they hired 
a bus two nights to go and listen to the 
message of salvation at Villeroux. 

Our last two series of the season were 
at V., near Blanmont, and at Hannut, 
where our Brother Duchesneau holds the 
fort. In both places great blessing was 
experienced and some were added to the 
number of regular visitors to our halls. 

We can look back upon both tent cam- 
paigns with thanksgiving and praise to God. 
We are all agreed that, so far as visible 
results are concerned, this is the very best 
summer we have had. 

I cannot close this report without saying 
a word about our open air work. It is 
not without reason that Mr. De Heer, an 
authority in Holland on the Second Advent 
Testimony, and a friend of the Mission, 
wrote in his paper only the other day: 
“The Belgian Gospel Mission is indefatig- 
able in organizing ordinary and extraordi- 
nary meetings.” Wherever we can get in 
a word for the Lord, we do it. We have 
taken ample advantage of the opportunity 
afforded for open air work in Brussels 
and suburbs. At least twice a week, some- 
times four and five times a week, we have 
been on the streets proclaiming the Gos- 
pel in the French and Flemish tongues. 
It is remarkable that we continue to have 
most attentive audiences; people will stand 
and listen for hours at a time on a square 
surrounded by a continuous stream of noisy 
trafic. Friends from other countries are 
astounded when they see with how much 
liberty we can tell of the love of God man- 
ifested in the Lord Jesus Christ. Since 
we received permission from the burgomas- 
ter to hold open: air meetings in Antwerp 
we haye done so regularly, and these meet- 
ings are well received by the people. In all 








70 * 


our posts where permission can be obtained 
similar meetings are held in the open. 
No one acquainted with conditions in 


Europe is under any delusion with regard’ 


to the stability of individual or national 
privileges. In every country there is at 
least one party hankering after a dictator. 
Belgium has such a party, and there is no 
saying what may happen should it get into 
power. We feel that our time is short and 
we must work while it is yet day, knowing 
that the night cometh. 


BrussELs, BELGIum. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is en 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have prayed much 
about this burden, but feel the Lord wants to 
answer this indirectly this time. I am engaged 
to a Christian man. I am nearly twenty, and 
he is twenty-three. We are both students at 
a Bible school, and that is where we first met. 

is a converted Catholic, and was saved 
in an evangelistic service. When we first met, 
he had been saved for a year and a half. It. 
was hard for him to live a Christian life at 
home, and so he prayed for a friend who could 
understand him. He had no thought of a girl 
when he prayed this, but when we met he 
thought the Lord had sent me as that friend. 
The first night he took me home from school, 
I knelt in prayer and asked the Lord to take 
charge of my life, and that C— and I might 
not become good friends unless the Lord de- 
sired it. I afterward learned that C——. had 
done the same thing, with almost the same 
words. Each time when he comes to see me, 
we take a promise, read a chapter, and then 
pray. Often my mother, who is a good Chris- 
tian companion to me, joins us in prayer. My 
mother married an unconverted man and knew 
she shouldn’t have done so. They are now 
separated. 

C—— and I care a great deal for one another, 
but we realize if it isn’t best in God’s will, he 
will give us both some one more fitted for us. 
His father and mother are also separated, so 
he suggests we have family worship when we 
are married. We asked God to direct about 
our engagement, and believed it was God’s will. 
But now I’ve learned that C—— doesn’t have 
the right value of money. ‘We both believe 
that a Christian shouldn’t owe money. C— is 
selling from house to house, which is a hard 
way to earn a living. I sympathize with him. 
My mother is selling the same line, and she is 
able to support my sister and me by so doing. 
She goes out in faith, and God honors it, and 
we always have enough. 

Mother likes C very well, but fears he’ll 
never be able to support me. He is so easy- 
going and drifts along saying, “By next June 
the money will come in and we will be mar- 
ried.”” He doesn’t work enough hours, though 
he does well for the time he puts on it. If 
I have to urge him on all the time, Mother 
Ruth, I'll be a nagging wife, and I think that 
is awful! My mother had to push my father 
all the time, and he resented it so. I lived 
in that atmosphere, and I know what it is. Do 
you think I am doubting God’s answer when I 
wonder if I should get married? Mother doubts 
at times whether it’s God’s answer, or our 
feelings about it. I had a wonderful talk Sun- 
day, and C—— seemed to see things a little. 
But I might as well say it, I gave him “a 
penny lecture,” and that is what I want to 
avoid. I hate to think of having the financial 
responsibility in married life, and yet I love 
C—— and wish to be his wife and helpmeet in 
every sense of the word. He is very studious 
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and is able to dig into the. driest type of read- 
ing material and enjoy it. He understands 
almost as much about the human body as a 
doctor. He has often thought and dreamed of 
being a doctor or a school teacher. He loves 
God and the Bible above everything else, and 
makes the Bible his chief textbook. Mother 
Ruth, is the Devil causing us to look ahead 
like this, or just common sense? Please tell 
me if it is I who am wrong, or what is the 
matter? This feeling of uncertainty is spoil- 
ing my happiness. Anxiously awaiting your 
answer, S. J. 

P. S.: C— does not pay his mother any 
board, and she has her own living to make. 
M* DEAR GIRL: With the deepest 

interest I have read and reread your 
letter, and am conscious of your sincerity, 
and desire to do the will of God, and to 
lead your fiancé in the same way. That 
you are looking at the problem for the 
future, and that you are trying to be just 
and fair, proves you are wise and using 
the judgment God has given you, and not 
being led away by sentiment. I am glad, 
too, that you have taken your mother into 
your confidence, and that you two are pray- 
ing together over this important question. 

There is no one who can advise you as 
to just what to do in this matter but your 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. He knows 
the way he wants you to take, and from 
him and him only can you learn of the 
path in which you are to walk. But we 
can talk matters over between us, and then 
together seek the true light from Heaven. 

First, I am wondering if C—— has found 
the work he should do. If he has these 
desires for medical studies and teaching, 
I question if he has heard the voice of his 
Master, telling him just what his life work 
is to be. Or is he just taking things as 
they come, and not hearing his call to the 
plan of God? In other words, has “he 
found himself,” as we often say of the 
young? Is he just going from day to 
day, accepting life as it comes to him, and 
not being wide awake to the purpose in 
his life? That he is not making a success 
of his selling from house to house would 
make me fear he has not chosen the work 
in which God can help him. If he cannot 
at present earn his own living, how can he 
expect to earn enough for you and the fam- 
ily he may have? I should think you and 
your mother were right as you consider 
these matters from a practical standpoint. 

Too often we are prone to kneel and ask 
God to lead us, and then rise and go on our 
way, and choose the things we want to do. 
We do not listen for God’s voice, and 
hear HIM, but thoughtlessly take the path 
of least resistance, which is not the one 
God would have us enter. God has perfect 
knowledge, and is so willing to take our 
affairs into his keeping and mark out our 
life course; but we, as his children, do not 
wait. upon him sufficiently to hear him and 
know his mind concerning us; and yet I 
believe it is his delight to direct and teach 
us in the way we should go. We do not 
need to walk in darkness, for he is our 
LIGHT, and with him there is no need to 
stumble and fall and thus make a failure 
of life. Cast all this on your Lord, and 
WAIT for the light he has for you, for 
in marriage if both are not happy neither 
one will be. And God intends that both 
shall be happy doing his will and following 
the choice of One who knows and is able 
to direct. 

I should encourage C—— to go to his 
heavenly Father, and definitely seek to 
know His plan concerning his future work. 
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That you are both Bible students is just 
right, and because of it you should feel 
that God can the better teach you his will. 
But if God wants C—— to be a teacher 
or to study medicine, which is not unlikely, 
when the desires are implanted in him, then 
it is time for you and C to seek out 
God’s will for you and to knew what he 
wants you to do in the years to come. He 
may be doing the wise thing to keep his 
job for the present, and yet there is no 
depression in Heaven, and all the resources 
there are just the same as ever. God is 
so mighty and wonderful that he is not 
limited to our feeble efforts, but will give 
us power and a sound mind to work the 
works he has for us to perform. Therefore 
this disturbance is not an accident, but is 
permitted that you may awake and tarry at 
the Master’s feet, and find out his will con- 
cerning you both. 

And so my advice to you is, “Wait upon 
the Lord” (Isa. 40: 31), and he will make 
the way plain; but as long as this inde- 
cision is upon you, do not choose the path. 
God will lead you into his will, and it 
will be a perfect will. Knowing you both, 
and having created you, he knows just 
what he desires of you for life, and for 
a successful life lived to his honor and 
glory! Then happiness will come, and urg- 
ing and nagging will not be necessary, and 
strength and wisdom shall be given to both 
instead. You will not need to have any 
fear for the future, but in “quietness and 
in confidence shall be your strength.” 


Will You Help Maintain a 
Ministry of Comfort? 
By |. H. Linton 


WANT to share with fellow Christians 

my knowledge of and personal contact 
with a work God has blessed and a man 
who has been a blessing to me. Of almost 
equal importance with the work of “con- 
victing sinners” is that of “comforting 
saints,” especially in these stricken days, 
when the ministrations of a “Mr. Great- 
heart” in giving help and courage to faint- 
ing fellow soldiers is as vital in spiritual 
conflict as the work of the army doctors is 
in warfare. This is the special task, ap- 
parently, God has committed to C. H. C. 
Jackson, a minister of Seattle, Wash., 
widely known on the west coast for his 
radio broadcasts, his Bible teaching in asso- 
ciation with Dr. Mark. Matthews, and 
especially by the publishing of the literature 
of the “Messenger Publications.” 

Years ago I had the good fortune to re- 
ceive a “Messenger Publication” booklet 
filled with rare comfort for a time of hard 
testing. This led to an exchange of let- 
ters and a fellowship in prayer and mutual 
encouragement between Mr. Jackson and 
myself which continues to this day. The 
letters this brother sends to distressed fel- 
low Christians are dug right out of his 
own heart and Christian experience and 
are as special for each occasion as a 
mother’s love is for each baby. I remem- 
ber once receiving a letter at the exact 
time when I needed a message from God 
as badly as Paul needed that angel who 
talked with him “between decks” on the 
voyage to Rome. It.opened with the state- 
ment that the writer had had no rest until 


(Concluded on page 77) 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 18. JESUS’ POWER TO HELP 
International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 8:1 to 9:34; printed text: 9: 1-13 


Golden Text.—1! will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for | am not come to call the righteous, but sinners.—Matt. 9:13 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. 9 : 1-13 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 9: 1 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came 
into his own city. 

2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying 
on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the 
palsy ; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 

3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This 
man blasphemeth. 

4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye 
evil in your hearts? 

5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to 
say, Arise, and walk? 

6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on 
earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, 
take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 

7 And he arose, and departed to his house. 

8 But when the multitude saw tt, they marvelled, and glorified 
God, which had given such power unto men. 

9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named 
Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom; and he saith unto him, 
Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. | 

10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, 


‘many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his 


disciples. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Matt. 9:1 And he entered into a boat, and crossed over, and came 
into his own city. 2 And behold, they brought to him a man sick 
of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto 
the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer; thy sins are forgiven. 
3 And behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This 
man blasphemeth. 4 And Jesus ? knowing their thoughts said, Where- 
fore think ye evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier, to say, 
Thy sins are-forgiven; or to say, Arise, and walk? 6 But that ye 
may know that the Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive 
sins (then saith he to the sick of the palsy), Arise, and. take up 
thy bed, and go unto thy house. -7 And he arose, and departed to 
his house. 8 But when the multitudes saw it, they were afraid, 
and glorified God, who had given such authority unto men. 

9 And as Jesus passed by from thence, he saw a man, called Mat- 
thew, sitting at the place of toll: and he saith unto him, Feiiow me. 
And he arose, and followed hii. 

10 And it came to pass, as he *sat at meat in the house, behold, 
many * publicans and sinners came and sat down with Jesus and his 
disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his 
disciples, Why eateth your Teacher with the * publicans and sinners? 
12 But when he heard it, he said, They that are © whole have no 


need of a physician, but they that are sick. 13 But go ye and learn 
what this meaneth, ® 


11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, 
Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 

12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be 
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. 
what that meaneth, I will have mercy, 
and not sacrifice: for I am not come to cali the righteous, but sinners 


13 But go ye and learn 


to repentance. . 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS related of a missionary in China 
| that on one occasion when he finished 

an address on the meaning of the Chris- 
tian life, an intelligent Chinese who had 
listened to the message for the first time, 
came to him and said: “That is beauti- 
ful! Can you do it?” That is ¢he great 
question facing us as we finish the study 
of the Sermon on the Mount. Can these 
high standards be realized in human living 
by sinful and weak men? The answer is 
given in the two chapters that follow the 
Sermon, with their record of ten miracles 
that proclaim the power of the Kingdom. 
The teachings of the Kingdom would bring 
despair were it not for the power. The 
One who set forth the “beauty of holiness” 
in the Sermon did live the life himself, in 
perfection; and not only so, but praise 
his Name! he gives power to those who 
will accept it to live that same life. 


The Historical Setting 


In Chapters 8 and 9, Matthew groups 
together ten miracles, with several other 
events, without necessarily following a 
chronological order. The events of the two 
chapters may have extended from early 
spring to summer of A. D. 28. 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 9:1.—And he entered into a 
ship. After the casting out of the demons 
at Gadara, near the southeastern shore of 
the lake of Galilee. Came into his own city. 
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Capernaum, on the northwestern shore, 
This verse belongs to the preceding nar- 
rative (8: 28-34). 


Verse 2—And, behold. These words 
do not necessarily mean that the event im- 
mediately followed the trip from Gadara. 
It seems clear that it did not. See His- 
torical Setting. They brought to him a 
man, Four men brought him and with 
tremendous urgency uncovered the roof 
of what was probably Peter’s house, where, 
it is judged, our Lord made his home in 
Capernaum (Mark 2:2-4). Sick of the 
palsy, The word means “paralysis,” of 
which palsy is one form. The man may 
have suffered great pain (Matt. 8:6). Ly- 
ing on @ bed, Probably a thin mattress 
or woolen pad. Jesus seeing their faith. 
The faith of the four friends and also of 
the paralytic, evidenced by their earnest 
seeking of Christ, but also evident to our 
Lord’s inner sight. Son, be of good cheer, 
It has been translated, more literally, 
“Courage, child!” A tender word full of 
comfort and light. Thy sins be forgiven 
thee. A startling word this, when the five 
were looking for a word of healing. Christ 
strikes first at the deadlier disease of un- 
forgiven sin, which was perhaps the direct 
cause of the physical paralysis. 


Verse 3—This man blasphemeth. This 
is their testimony to the fact that his 
power to declare sins forgiven is evidence 
that he is God, and is also the Saviour 
who is the propitiation for sin. 


Verse 4.—Jesus knowing their thoughts. 
Through supernatural insight (John 2: 24, 
25). Wherefore think ye evil in your 
hearts? Unbelief is always evil, and though 
they. could not yet know the full truth 


desire mercy, and not sacrifice: for I came 


not to call the righteous, but sinners. 


1Gr., Child. *Many ancient authorities read seeing. °Gr., 
reclined, and so always. *See marginal note of chap. 5: 46. 
°Gr., strong. °®Hos. 6:6. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 


about the deity of Christ, they could trust 
him instead of criticizing him. 

Verse 5.—Whether is easier, to say, Thy 
sins be forgiven thee. It is easier to say 
this than to say, “Arise,” for forgiveness 
could not be proved by evidence that men 
would see, while the command “Arise” 
would instantly be put to the test. 


Verse 6.—The Son of man. This re- 
markable title occurs in the Gospels eighty- 
four times, used only by our Lord him- 
self, and by no one else except by Stephen 
(Acts 7:56). It is used again and again, 
not in connection with the lowliness of 
our Lord, but with the highest glory, and 
with the prerogatives of deity, as here. (See 
Matt. 16:28; 24:30; 26:64; John 5:27; 
Mark 2:10, 28; John 3:13.) It’ signifies 
Messiah (Dan. 7: 13, 14, 27), the Son of 
God become man, and that Christ embodied 
what was God’s purpose for man to be. 

Verse 8.—Glorified God, which had given 
such power unto men (Luke 5:26). Thus 
was the Father glorified through the Son. 
In a far more wonderful way than they 
knew, power had been given to men and 
for men through him who became man. 

Verse 9.—Jesus passed forth, Evidently 
this was immediately after the miracle 
(Mark 2:12-14). He saw a man, named 
Matthew. With what emotion Matthew 
must have written this name. In recording 
this same call, Luke calls him “Levi” (5: 
27-39), Mark, “Levi the son of Alphzeus” ; 
in their list of apostles it is “Matthew” 
(Mark 3: 18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13). Aft 
the receipt of custom. Matthew was a pub- 
lican (Luke 5:27; Matt. 10:3), or tax- 


_gatherer, perhaps in charge of the custom- 


house at Capernaum for the Romans. Fol- 
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low me. A call to full-time service. This 
calling of a publican was the last thing 
the Jews would expect their Messiah to do. 
He arose, and followed. He “left all” 
(Luke 5:28). This decision, like that of 
Peter and the others, was preceded by a 
knowledge of Christ and faith in him. 


Verse 10.—As Jesus sat at meat in the 
house. Mark (2:15) and Luke (5: 29) 
make clear that it was Matthew’s own 
house, and Luke calls it a great feast. The 
feast did not immediately follow the call, 
but came just before the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter, which was a considerable time 
after the healing of the paralytic and the 
call of Matthew (Mark 5: 22f; Luke 8: 
41f). Many publicans and sinners came. 
Matthew invited his former acquaintances, 


Verse 11.—When the Pharisees saw it. 
They were not guests at the feast but were 
free to come into the open court (Luke 
7:37). Why eateth your Master with pub- 
licans and sinners? The Pharisees con- 
sidered it would defile them to do this, and 
they could not conceive that Messiah would 
eat with sinners (Luke 15:1, 2). 


Verse 13.—I will have mercy, and net 
sacrifice, He desired a heart of compas- 
sion toward others far more than an out- 
ward sacrifice. He does desire sacrifice, 
but not when it is an outward ritual with 
the heart wrong with God. J am not come 
to call the righteous. “There is none right- 
eous, no, not one,” but this refers to the 
Pharisees, who counted themselves right- 
eous. See verse 12. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


“Jesus’ power to help” is a mild way of 
expressing the power of the One who healed 
the leper, controlled the tempest, com- 
manded the demons, opened blind eyes, and 
raised the dead. Yet these great physical 
and earthly needs are but little compared 
with the deadly disease of sin, the living 
death of an umnregenerate heart. And 
Christ’s power in miracles was little com- 
pared with the power needed to say: “Thy 
sins are forgiven thee.” After the Sermon 
on the Mount Matthew significantly tells 
of the leper who came with his plea: “If 
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” 
That leper in his physical need is a pic- 
ture of the man who faces the righteous- 
mess of the Sermon on the Mount: guilty, 
under condemnation, defiled, destitute of 
righteousness and of holiness, and destitute 

.of any power to save himself. He who 
said: “I will; be thou clean,” is the One 
who can give us power to be what the 
Sermon on the Mount requires. He who 
called Matthew the publican from his sin 
and from his business, and made him Mat- 
thew the Apostle and writer of our Gos- 
pel, can work that same transformation 
in those of us who now read the Gospel. 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue Power OF THE KINGDOM 
1. Miracles of many kinds. 


2. Manifestation of Christ, through the 
miracles, as Messiah and Mighty God. 


3. Meaning and message of the mir- 
acles (the greater spiritual miracle set 
forth). 


4. Miracies met by faith or unbelief, 
by bitterness and blasphemy or by won- 
der and worship. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
7. February 18.—Jesus’ Power to Help 
Matthew 8:1 to 9:34 
8. February 25.—The Twelve Sent Forth 
Matthew 9:35 to 11:1 
9. March 4.—Jesus’ Testimony Concerning 
rere Matthew 11:2 to 12:50 
10. March 11.—Parables of the Kingdom 
Matthew 13 :' 1-52 
11. March 18—Jesus Responds to Faith 


: Matthew 13: 53 to 16:12 
12. March 25.—Review. 


Second Quarter 


1. April 1.—Confessing and Following 


GENE Sscccecnyeveages Matt, 16: 13 to 17 327 
Or, 


The Risen Christ (Easter Lesson). John 20: 1-16 
2 April 8.—The Child and the Kingdom. 
Matt. 18 : 1-14; 19 : 13-15 
3. April 15.—Jesus Teaches Forgiveness 
Matt. 18 : 15-35 








Tue CALt or CHRIST 


1. To the sick and suffering. 2. To 
sinners. 3. To repentance and faith. 4. 
To forgiveness. 5. To health and life. 
6. To spiritual cleansing and power. 7. 
To service. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Christ Revealed as Messiah and as God. 
Our Lord is addressed by the demons as 
“Son of God” (Matt. 8:29). He uses 
the authority of God on earth in forgiving 
sin. The miracles are evidence that Jesus 
is Messiah, and also that he exercises the 
power of God. His authoritative call of 
disciples is another evidence. His works 
of healing are recognized as the fulfill- 
ment of a prophecy concerning Messiah 
(8:17). The centurion recognized his 
authority (8:8-10). The two blind men 
called him “Son of David” (9:27). The 
title “Son of ian,” properly understood, 
means that he is the Messiah and that 
Messiah is divine (8:20; 9:6). See Verse 
by Verse comment. 


Our Lord’s Miracles. The miracles are 
“signs.” A greater spiritual miracle lies 
back of the physical miracle. Miracles are 
also called “powers,” and the power of 
God is manifest in his conquest over dis- 
ease and death, over all the power of Satan 
and over nature. Miracles are also called 
“wonders,” and these works of Christ 
elicited the wonder of the people (8:27; 
9:8; 9:26; 9:33). Miracles are a neces- 
sity of revelation as well as an altogether 
fitting thing, when the Lord infinite in 
compassion comes face to face with dis- 
ease and suffering, and when he is attest- 
ing the power cf God. But miracles could 
not continue as the ordinary course of 
nature, for then they would cease to be 
miracles, and also they would obscure the 
greater miracle of forgiveness of sin and 
the new birth. 


Other Special Topics. Parallel Passages. 
Demon Possession. Forgiveness of Sins. 
The New Dispensation (9:14-17). Divine 
Healing. 

Practical and Personal Applications 


Believe C. hrist for the forgiveness of sins. 


-There is danger that salvation shall seem 


but a small thing because sin seems such 
a comparatively small thing; but. by his 
Spirit we may sce sin as it is, then are 
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we ready to accept and marvel at his full 
and free forgiveness. 


Believe Christ for present deliverance 
and victory. He is able to save and to 
keep. He has conquered Satan. He would 
deliver us from the storms of life, from 
fear, from every foe on earth or in hell. 


Let us win our friends, and let us seek 
the lowly and outcast. Among the most 
fascinating chapters in soul winning are-the 
records of how Christians have led their 
former associates and friends to the Lord 
Jesus, — society men and women, and those 
low down in sin. 


Give up business for the Lord, if he calls! 
Suppose Matthew had simply believed for 
the forgiveness of his sins, and had turned 
away from the call of the Lord to full- 
time service? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Christ came not to call the righteous, 
but to call sinners and make them right- 
eous. 


He who taught with the authority of God 
had the power of God to make those teach- 
ings live in human beings. 


We may not have means to make a “great 
feast,” but we can have the same One at 
our feasts who made Matthew’s feast a 
really great one. 


The majesty of the Master, along with 
the lowliness and the fove of the Saviour, 
shine forth in every miracle. 


The tax-gatherers whose names are im- 
mortal are the two who responded to the 
call of Christ: Matthew and Zacchzus. 


Christ came to torment Satan and his 
demons, the tormentors of men; he came 
to save men; men who reject him choose 
torment. 


Modernists claim that the “modern mind” 
could more easily believe the Gospel if 
there were no miracles; there would have 
been no Gospel to believe had there been 
no miracles. 


Matthew left his little “all” and received 
the measureless all of God. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by three members of 
The Sunday School Times _ staff,— Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members ef your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


HAT illuminating comments on our 
Lord can you collect out of Matthew’s 
eighth and ninth chapters, some of 
which were spoken by his avowed enemies? 
2. What striking comments of the multi- 
tudes and individuals who were not opposing 
him can you find in this same section of 
Matthew’s Gospel ? 
3. What most memorable words of our 
Lord’s find place in this same record? 
4. What distinctive thing invariably char- 
acterizes the cures effected by the Lord Jesus? 
5. In the statement, “And Jesus seeing 


* their faith” (Matt. 9: 2), are we to understand 
that he referred only to the four friends on _ 


the roof? 


6. How many miracles are recorded in Mat- 
thew 8? How many in Matthew 9? Which 
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Lesson for February 18 


. these miracles are recorded by Matthew 
only 


z- Are any two of these ten miracles alike? 
What does this reveal about the purpose of 
recording these miracles ? 


8. Can you find three or four differences 
between Matthew’ s account of his own call 
(Matt. 9:9) and the account in the other 
Gospels “(Mark 2:14, 15; Luke 5: 27-29)? 


9. What made the disciples marvel? What 
made the multitude marvel? What made 
Christ marvel ? 


10. Who were four people in the lesson 
who unexpectedly showed great faith; who, 
= might have been expected to show faith, 
ai 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


“ 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one eack week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good Pot gg gar 
are constantly having to be rejected the 
editors, which might otherwise be seallekte. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference Ly Bs be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


ee Se ee ae ot Raeeaine 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
agit to teh the toted fer aly ouie lonsen. 


The Best Kind of Church.—Many pub- 
licans and sinners came and sat down with 
him and his disciples (Matt. 9: 10). Bishop 
Thoburn, returning to America after twen- 
ty-five years spent in India, was asked 
what changes in church life affected him 
most. He answered, “I no longer see the 
very poor or the very wicked in our 
churches. They used to come to the church 
which I knew best in my home town. It 
is my firm belief that, wherever the Friend 
of sinners is held up, there sinners will 
come. Next to my church in Calcutta was 
a Magdalene home. I asked the matron 
if the inmates might come to chyrch. 
They came, and one of them afterward 
remarked to the matron that it was the 
queerest church she ever saw. All the bad 
people of Calcutta were there. That was 
one of the best things ever said about my 
church. I knew that sinners would not 
come if they did not know that the Saviour 
of whom I spoke was the friend of sinners.” 
—From “5000 Best Modern Illustrations,’ 
by Hallock. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


Old-Fashioned.—They that be whole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick 
(v. 12). A doctor was called to attend 
an ailing baby. Doctor: “You'll have to 
give him a dose of castor oil.” Mother: 
“But, Doctor, castor oil! Castor oil is 
such an old-fashioned remedy.” Doctor 
(nodding) : “Babies, Madam, are old-fash- 
ioned things.”.—From Evening Tribune 
Times. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hor- 
nell, N.Y. 


A Poor Compliment.—They that be 
whole need not a physician (v. 12). A 
mature man, university graduate, of a re- 
spectable, cultured family, was recently 
saved, and he says that before taking Christ 
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as his Saviour he comforted himself with 
the idea that he was living as well as 
most people do. This self-defense, futile 
as it is, reminds one of a remark made 
by Dr. John McNeill in a sermon. “I’m 
as good as you are, and that’s not saying 
much for either of us!” The “goodness” 
that you and I have in common, by nature, 
God calls “filthy rags.’—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng.; and — McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


No Prescription, But —.—They that are 
sick (v. 12). There was once a man who 
went into a chemist’s shop. He was a poor, 
untidy man, and he said, “If you please, 
mister, have you got anything for a bad 
cold?” The chemist, who was an eminently 
respectable chemist, said, “Have you 
brought your prescription with you?” The 
man answered, “No, I ain’t got no pre- 
scription with me, but I’ve brought my cold 
with me.” How often sinners seeking a 
cure for sin try to bring their “prescrip- 
tions” to God! But he asks for nothing 
save that the sinner should say: “Just 
as I am, without one plea, but that thy 
blood was shed for me.”—From Christian 
Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng.; W. R. Clark, Leeds 8, Eng.; 
and Mrs. B. G. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Christ’s Fellow Traveler.—I am not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners 
(Golden Text). A police court missionary, 
while speaking of his work, said: “Friends, 
did it ever strike you that Jesus Christ 
went to Paradise in company with a jail- 
bird?”—From Joyful News. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Happy Religion.—Son, be of good 
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee (Matt. 
9:2). Fasten your eyes on that word 
“cheer.” -When you go to a big football 
game the fellows most in evidence are the 
cheer leaders. Indeed, the cheer leader and 
his merry men (and in some cases his 
merrier women) are one of the great at- 
tractions of the occasion. I was about to 
say, of the show. It is thus the many thou- 
sands that fill the bowl are tuned up so 
that when a good play is made the crowd 
will jump up and down and yell like a 
convention of lunatics. 

Now an excitement and an enthusiasm 
akin to this worked up exhibition comes 
spontaneously when a man’s spirit is moved 
by the realization that he has been saved 
from sin. That he (and she) has become 
a new creation, and that old things have 
passed away (John 3:5; 2 Cor. 5:17). 

You ought to see, as I have often seen 
in the rescue missions, the indescribable, 
joyous, surprised look that comes into the 
face of the “woman of Samaria” when she 
gets hold of the fact that in Jesus she is 
no longer the “woman of Samaria’ but the 
Bride who awaits the coming of the Bride- 
groom. She is not so likely to jump and 
yell and grab whoever happens to be next 
to her, as I have seen her sisters do at 
the ball game, but that is exactly what 


she would like to do if she dared to let. 
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herself out. Sometimes when she is a he, 
that is exactly what, does happen. 

When one of the hardest swearing and 
toughest of the Coatesville “Booze Histers” 
got religion in the Salvation Army bar- 
racks he shouted, cheered, and leaped over 
the benches. Then “Old Busty” started out 
after his old cronies. Got them, too. Be- 
came one of the most faithful Christians 
in Coatesville and used to come up to the 
Rock Run Mission to help me in my “Spe- 
cial Meetings.” Why not get noisy over 
a fine play in the spiritual world as in 
the sporting world? When Sallie or Sam- 
mie makes a Home run! 


At the Table.—Many publicans and 
sinners came and sat down with him (v. 
10). The publican was quite apt to be 
a grafting Jew and consequently heartily 
hated by his own people from whom he 
forced the heavy taxes. You may remem- 
ber one Mr. Zacchzeus who, when he came 
in contact with the Lord Jesus, offered 
to restore fourfold what he had unlawfully 
exacted in money and to give half his goods 
to the poor (Luke 19:8). 

In the Orient, to sit down and eat with 
one was to come into a close and peculiar 
relation to him, The Oriental was particu- 
lar with whom he ate. The Bedouin, if 
he broke bread with you, insured you safety. 
This same idea prevails to a certain extent 
to this very day. 

Many years ago a drunken colored man 
was lynched under horrible conditions by 
a lot of drunken boys. The man was drag- 
ged from a hospital outside the town one 
Sunday night while the decent people of 
the town were at church. A newspaper 
man came to town to get “the low down” 
on the affair. As he knew me I took him 
to my home for lunch. My daughter later 
drove him to the scene of the lynching. 
He went home and wrote an article for his 
paper in which he said the Negro had been 
“lynched by the Iron Rose Bible Class of 
which William H. Ridgway was the 
teacher.” People in Coatesville and outside 
of it were indignant that a reporter after 
having accepted my hospitality should have 
printed such a preposterous story. The 
newspaper has long been out of existence. 
That newspaper man later ran for an office 
in the district. In Coatesville I think he 
got scarcely a vote from his party. They 
might overlook and forget the misstate- 
ment, but to bite the hand that fed him — 
never ! 

When we want to know some one better, 
we will invite him home for dinner. Pub- 
licans and sinners got to know Jesus when 
they came and sat down to eat with him. 
Zacchzeus got it at the mere invitation. 
Jesus got down where the common people 
lived and spoke their language in terms of 
everyday life and surroundings. And the 
preachers and teachers who follow his 
example are those who are effective. 


The Great Power.—I am not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance 
(v. 13). Seneca has said, “There is no 
one more unfortunate than the man who 
has never been unfortunate, for it has never 
been in his power to try himself.” Jesus 
said, “To whom little is forgiven, the same 
loveth little’ (Luke 7:47). Paul cries, 
“What then? shall we sin, because we are 
... under grace? God forbid” (Rom. 6: 
15). Yet there is a fact that remains, from 
the hard-swearing, lying Peter down 
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through the godless Augustine and the roy- 
stering Francis of Assisi to many of our 
present-day rescue mission workers, and 
that fact is such “sinners” have been most 
effective and honored servants of the Lord, 
Is this because these Saved Sinners have 
had an opportunity for a full trial of them- 
selves? 

When the “Great Sinner” has been 
brought to a genuine repentance and for- 
giveness, whether man or woman, that 
“Great Sinner” is apt to become an efficient 
and often a powerful worker for the Lord 
Jesus. In these later days there was Jerry 
McAuley, the converted river thief among 
men, and Mrs. Wittemore’s Blue Bird of 
Mulberry Bend among women. Every 
reader will know many another locally, and 
perhaps nationally, for the land is full of 
Saved Sinners busy about the Master’s busi- 
ness, 

Suppose you take another look at the 
wise saying from the old Roman philos- 
opher Seneca, This time from the Chris- 
tian point of view. Why is it that the 
“hard case,” the “tough nut,” the “low 
down,” the “unspeakable cuss,” or what- 
ever other pet name you care to call him, 
so. often makes a man of spiritual power 
after he is saved and walks with Jesus? 
Is it because under the touch of the Holy 
Spirit he has been able to “find himself”? 
Or as Seneca puts it to “try himself”? I 
think I have the answer. The greatest of 
all human motive power is Jove. Jesus tells 
you, much forgiveness — much love. And 
great love means great power. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Sorrow for Sin leads to Forgiveness. 

1. The Son of God sees a man’s thoughts. 

2. A sinful sick man forgiven and healed. 











HE teacher should read the lesson 
(Matt. 9: 1-13) slowly, explaining each 
verse with care, as little ones are apt to 
get mistaken ideas if they do not quite 
understand. It is as well to ask questions, 
also, as the lesson proceeds, in order to 
make sure that the children really have 
understood what has been told them. 
The Lord Jesus had been across the 
Sea of Galilee (let us find it on the map!) 
to the country of the Gergesenes, but the 
people there did not want him because he 
showed them their sinfulness, and “they 
besought him that he would depart.” So 
because the Gergesenes did not want him, 
the Lord Jesus got into a ship again and 
came back io “his own city.” Who re- 
members which that was? (Chap. 4:13 
tells us.) As soon as he arrived, some- 
thing very wonderful happened. Let us 
read about it! (Give the children a cor- 
rect idea of an Eastern bed. It was not 
a big one made of iron or wood, such as 
we use, but a small, light affair, sometimes 
mo more than a rug or mat, and easily 
carried on the shoulders.) Mark (2:3) 
tells us that the sick man was brought by 
four friends. “Jesus seeing their faith 
{that is, the faith of the sick man and of 
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his friends] said... Thy sins are forgiven” 
(R. V.). . 

Because the Lord Jesus was God as well 
as man, he could do what tio man had 
ever been able to do before. He could see 
into the sick man’s heart, and read: his 
thoughts! And he saw that in his heart 
this poor man was more troubled about 
his sins than about his illness, so the Lord 
Jesus healed his heart, and then took away 
his sickness, 

What does the Lord Jesus see as he 
looks into your heart? Does he see un- 
forgiven sin there? Oh, do not keep sin 
in your heart! Ask the Lord Jesus to 
cleanse it away with his precious blood, 
and he will say to you, too, “Thy sins 
are forgiven.” Suppose sin could not be 
forgiven — how awful it would be! How 
much we should love the Lord Jesus and 
try to please him in all we do and say, for 

He died that we might be forgiven, 

He died to make us good, 
That we might go at last to Heaven, 


Saved by His precious blood. 
(Mrs. C. F. Alexander.) 


Teach Memory Verse (Psa. 86: Sa), 


Expression Work 

Last week we were thinking of the Door 
into the Kingdom of God. This week we 
are thinking of another door —the door 
of our heart. Show the children that beau- 
tiful picture, “The Light of the World.” 
Make a large cardboard heart, with a door 
in the center (or draw one on the black- 
board). Explain that when the Saviour 
enters, sin must go out. Every door has 
two sides — inside and outside. Ask, “On 
which side of the door of your heart is 
the Lord Jesus?” 

York, Enc. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The King and His Kingdom 
VII. The King’s Power to Help His People: 


As (1) teacher; (2) preacher; (3) healer; 
being moved with compassion by their dis- 
tress. 


ATTHEW describes one of the 

busiest seasons in the King’s ever- 
busy life (9:35, 36). A king busy not 
for himself, but for his suffering people 
—a sight never witnessed in this suffering 
old world until this King of kings came 
to serve, not to be served! 

Take your girls rapidly through Mat- 
thew’s moving picture of this section of 
the Galilean ministry (as we have come 
to call this second miracle-crowded period 
of our Lord’s life), as he draws one scene 
after another in his eighth and ninth chap- 
ters. His preaching: done (Matt. 5, 6, 
and 7) on that: mountain, we next.see the 
King healing a leper by his compassionate 
touch; curing a palsied servant for a Ro- 
man captain without so much as _ seeing 
this “boy” (note margin) —on the faith 
of his master; raising Peter’s mother-in- 
law from a bed of fever by taking her 
hand; relieving-all manner of suffering at 
Peter’s door at sunset that same day. 

Some great words of teaching were oc- 
casioned by the King’s plan to withdraw 
from the thronging multitudes for -a little 
while by crossing the Sea of Galilee, and 
in that crossing he proved his almighty 
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power to help others by stilling a fierce 
storm that terrified his accompanying dis- 
ciples — by his mere word of command! 

Over in the country of the Gadarenes 
this divine power was tested by the wildest 
demon-possession described anywhere in 
Scripture, proving triumphant in full, to 
the complete release of the demon-pos- 
sessed ! 

Followed another healing of a palsied 
man, with direct forgiveness of his sins — 
amazing all listeners by the note of final 
authority in this King, creating resentment, 
fear, or praise, in the various types of ob- 
servers. 

Some precious words of teaching grew 
out of the King’s attendance upon a great 
feast made for him by his newest follower, 
“Matthew, the publican,” where many other 
publicans were present. 

A long-suffering woman was healed in 
the midst of the crowd, by the touch of 
her hand upon his garment —and faith in 
her heart, while the King was on his way 
to the house of death, too late, they said, 
to do any good. But ah, the quick power 
in that strong hand that took the little 
cold ‘one in its warm clasp,-as the King 
called the little twelve-year-old only daugh- 
ter of that house back to this life! Two 
blind men received their sight; a deaf and 
demon-possessed man was wholly relieved 
— small wonder that the multitudes, watch- 
ing, marveled, saying, “It was never so 
seen in Israel”! No, nor in any other land 
or time, for this was the King of kings, 
using his divine power to help his people, 
with never a thought of pleasing himself. 
See it all through again —this moving pic- 
ture of some fourteen scenes — do you think 
he can help you? 


Home Study 


Read the nearly parallel account of this 
period in the King’s ministry, in Mark 1: 
29 to 2:12; 4:35 to 5: 43, for many strik- 
ing details not recorded by Matthew. 


Decatur, GA. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for February 18) * 
1. Matthew 8: 29-34 (implied) ; 9: 4, 11. 


2. The Roman centurion’s words in 8:8; 
the disciples’ in 8: 27; those implied in 9:8 
and 31; and the plain statement of 9: 33. 


3. Matthew 8: 10, 20, 22; 9:16, 17; the 
power of his words in 8: 32; 9: 6, 29. 


4. They were complete and immediate, and 
usually with some blessing added that was 
not expected. 


No; surely “their faith’ must have in- 
clued the faith of the sick man, too. 


6. Five in chapter 8, five in chapter 9. The 
healing of the two blind men and of the dumb 
man possessed with the demon are recorded 
by Matthew only (9: 27-33). 


7. It is remarkable that every one of these 
miracles has a distinct message, and shows 
Christ’s power in various ways. Two of them 
deal with palsy, but in the one case the point 
of the miracle is the centurion’s faith and 
Christ’s power to heal with a word, at a dis- 
tance, and in the other case the point is 
Christ’s power to forgive - sin. 

8. They call him “Levi.” They say the 
feast was at his house, and Luke calls it a 
“great feast.’”” Luke says he “left all” to 
follow Christ. 


9. The stilling of the storm (Matt. 8: 27); 


. the healing of the paralytic (9:9); the faith 
, 


of the centurion (8: 10 


10. The leper, the centurion, the two blind 
men; the disciples, the scribes. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
- Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: The sufficiency of Jesus Christ. 

Discussion: What are the needs of the 
world today? Needs of the nation? Needs 
of the church? Needs of families? Needs of 
individuals? Is Jesus Christ sufficient to 
meet them fully? 

Objective: He is sufficient. 











AY, fellows, the Lord Jesus never did 

anything cheap. Whatever he did was 
full, complete, and running over. He is 
the same today. Whatever he does for a 
fellow is with a wide open hand, rich and 
abundant. He said, “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly” (John 10:10). He is 
a rare satisfaction in his sufficiency, espe- 
cially in these times when so many things 
are disappointing an eager and needy world. 
Nothing satisfies. Everything falls short 
of expectations,—except Jesus! He is 
the one Promise that fulfills and makes 
good. 

Just take a brief glance at his sufficiency 
in the incidents listed in these two chap- 
ters. in our lesson today— Matthew 8 
and 9. 

A leper came and asked for cure. The 
Lord touched him and immediately his 
skin was clear. He was cured immediately 
and completely. 

A Roman officer came and asked the 
Lord to speak the word of healing for 
his servant lying ill yonder at home. _The 
word: was spoken, and like a radio voice 
it crossed the country and penetrated that 
sick room, and the servant was up and 
doing before his master returned. 

Into Peter’s house the Lord enters and 
finds the mother sick in bed. The Great 
Physician’s touch on her hand makes her 
well at once and she goes to the kitchen 
in normal health and prepares dinner. 
Many of the sick and lame and blind came 
flocking to Peter’s house. They were 
touched by that great healing Hand and 
were made whole (Mark 6:56). They 
were not just partially cured. 

Next we find him in a storm-tossed boat 
on the sea; It was a great storm. Jesus 
spoke to the winds and sea and there was 
a great calm. Do you see that, fellows: 


great storm— great calm. - The greatness’ 


of the calm was equal to the greatness of 
the storm. 

Then that poor devil-possessed man in 
the tombs — raving, naked, despairing — so 
strong no man could hold him, no chains 
could remain upon him unbroken. A word 
from Jesus, and behold, the man sits 
quietly — fully dressed and in his right 
mind (Luke 8: 35). 

Again, in the house, crowded with peo- 
ple—even the yard outside packed with 
people. The ceiling begins to crack, and 
looking up, they see bits of the sky and 
men’s hands making a hole in the roof — 
next a bed being let down with a palsied 
man on it. Jesus first forgives his sins 
— for that is really his greatest need — 
then by that word of power tells him to 
get up and take his bed home. Can you 
imagine the astonishment of the crowd and 
the delighted amazement of that man’s fam- 
ily when they saw him returning home — 
not stretched out helpless on his bed, as 


ball 


he had gone away, but with the bed on 
his back! 

Then Jairus’ little daughter raised from 
the dead and sitting at table eating a square 
meal in the presence of the mourners! 

Two blind men restored to perfect sight 
by a touch upon their eyes. 

And finally going “about all the cities 
and villages . . . healing every sickness 
and every disease among the people.” 

There was absolutely no condition, no 
situation, but that the Lord Jesus was suffi- 
cient. 

He is the same today, fellows. 

“What do you need? What do you want? 
Have you taken the matter to him? Noth- 
ing else can satisfy; but Jesus Christ can 
and will—if you let him. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


The Times Lesson List for 1934 is ready, 
Io cents a copy. “ 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories ** 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





Materiats: A clothespin, a band- 
age, and a boy. 











Witt somebody please open the win- 
dows and give us some fresh air? 
Then I want every one of you to take 
a deep breath. Did you have all the air 
you needed to breathe? It would be pos- 
sible to exhaust the supply of oxygen in 
this room, but if you are out-of-doors, 
there is always sufficient for everybody. 
Just think, for centuries people have gone 
on breathing, day and night, and there has 
always been air for all of them. 

Do you know that Jesus’ power to help 
men is like that? When he was on earth, 
he healed the sick, raised the dead, for- 
gave sinners, and used his divine power 
to help every one, and yet it was never 
used up. All down through the centuries, 
he has sustained and upheld his saints, for- 
given their sins, and supplied their every 
need, and there has been no diminishing of 
his power, 

What would you think of a person who 
put a clothespin on his nose, and a band- 
age tight over his mouth, and went about 
bemoaning the fact that there was no air 
to breathe, that he couldn’t get his breath? 
But we are just as silly. We put clothes- 
pins of disobedience on our spiritual noses, 
and wrap bandages of indifference or self- 
ishness carefully over our mouths, lest we 
should testify for the Lord, and then we 
bemoan the fact that Christianity has lost 
its power! Jesus Christ still has power 
to help; in fact, Jesus Christ is Power. 

Will you not let his power come into 
your life, by yielding and trusting? 


Mopesto, Cat. 
$e 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou art ever seeking the 
sinner who, because of his sin, is like a man 
in a far country. We thank thee that he who 
came to rescue us from the penalty and the 
power of sin did not come to call the right- 
eous but sinners to repentance. Some of us 
here in this room are ashamed of the record 
of the past week, but we seek thy forgiveness 
today, and we pray that the sin that would 
grip us and render us powerless may be taken 
out of our lives by thyself. We praise thy 
name for thy loving-kindness, and we would 
more fully yield ourSelves to thee in simple 
obedience and joyful trust. May sin not have 
dominion over us. May we accept thy gift 
of victory in the very midst of the tempta- 
tions that crowd around us. We ask it in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever hear 
anyone say that he was not good enough 
to become a Christian? Did you ever 
hesitate to give your life over to the Lord 
Jesus because there was something in that 


A Fotnvss Salvation 


BELIEVE ! ACCEPT! 














life that would be displeasing to him? 
Well, it was just such folks as that whom 
he came to save? The man who thinks 
he is so bad that Jesus won't receive him, 
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is wrong, and so is the man who thinks he 
is so good that he doesn’t need Jesus. A 
good many folks who have trouble with 
their beliefs are really having trouble 
with some sin or other that they are not 
willing to let go. The way is wide open 
to forgiveness and fellowship in the sal- 
vation that Jesus offers to anyone who 
knows that he needs it. Why should any- 
one of us here hold back another day in 
accepting Jesus.as Saviour and Lord? Let 
us pray. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Feb. 25. Great Religious Leaders of Today. Gal. 
I: 11-24. 





Sunday, February 18 


How to Master Temptation 
(Matt. 4 : 1-11; 1 Cor. 10: 13) 





Mon.—How Adam failed (Gen. 3 : 1-7). 

Tues.—Where temptation comes from (Jas. 
I: 12-15). 

Wed.—Resist desire (Rom. 6: 11-14). 

Thurs.—Christ in the heart (Gal. 2:19, 20). 

Fri—Do right boldly (Dan. 6: 10). 

Sat.—Succor in temptation (Heb. 2: 16-18). 











What things tempt us most? 


What helps us when we are tempted to do 
wrong? 
Can we ever become temptation-proof? How? 


YOUNG Western farmer was con- 
verted and signed the temperance 

pledge. Before his conversion he had 
been in the habit of visiting the barroom 
in a near-by village. After his conversion 
he continued to tie his horse to the hitch- 
ing post in front of the barroom. A good 
old deacon noticed this and said to him: 

“George, I am much older than you, and 
you will pardon me, I know, if I make 
a suggestion out of my wider Christian 
experience. No matter how strong you 
think you are, take my advice and at once 
change your hitching post.” 

+4 

In time of temptation we need super- 
natural help, and this God has promised 
to give us. But there are also certain ways 
in which we may help ourselves in the 
matter of temptation. One of these is 
to avoid the Devil’s hitching posts. We 
have a definite responsibility to refuse to 
trifle with those places and associate 
with those persons that we know from 
past experience will lead to temptation. We 
may count upon the miracle working power 
of our loving Father, but we must. not 
presume upon this. Often he makes it 
possible for us to avoid temptation. He 
offers us his guidance and direction for 
every phase of life. When we ignore this 
or are careless or indifferent about going 
to him for guidance, then we may well 
expect temptation’s fires. 

se 

We must not lose Sight of the fact that 
temptation in itself is not sin. Sin comes 
from yielding to it. Nevertheless temp- 
tation may make a very unpleasant time 
for us. The Bible shows us that all temp- 
tation may be considered under three divi- 
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sions, “the lust of the eye,” —the desire 
to get things; “the lust of the flesh,” — the 
desire to enjoy things; and “the pride of 
life,” — the desire to achieve things (1 John 
2:16).. Our Lord’s temptation in the wil- 
derness included all three forms. In this 
he was tempted “in all points like as we 
are” (Heb. 4:15). 
ye 


Temptation does not always seek to have 
us do something in itself necessarily evil. 
It would not have been wrong on any 
other occasion for the Lord to have made 
bread from stones had he so desired. Nor, 
had the occasion: warranted, would there 
have been any sin in looking to God to pre- 
serve his life. The basic wrong in all 
forms of temptation is that they strike 
at the heart of our trust in God as our 
loving heavenly Father and seek to have 
us do something contrary to his will. 

Herein we may see the force of our 
Lord’s reply to each of the temptations, 
“It is written.” He was standing squarely 
upon what his Father had said. The Scrip- 
tures revealed to him the Father’s will and 
promises. 


It is this great truth that makes the 
Word of God our mighty “sword of the 
Spirit” (Eph. 6:17) against our great 
Enemy when he comes to us with temp- 
tations. The better we know God’s Word 
the more efficiently we can wield this great 
weapon. 

On the other hand, as we saw before, 
we are never self-sufficient when our great 
Adversary attacks us. Nor do we ever be- 
come temptation proof in this life. But 
God has indeed, as we find in our second 
Scripture verse, provided a way of escape. 
It is the Lord Jesus himself who lives in 
our hearts by faith (Gal. 2:19, 20). He 
knows our load limit; and he will meet 


the foe for us, if we will let him, art. 


will utterly defeat him just as surely as 
he put him to rout in the wilderness. 
PHILADELPHIA, 





Children at Home 








Yuki's Sacrifice 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


UKI (“Snowflake”) a Japanese school 
girl clattered along on her geta 
(“clogs”), her bright little face radiant 
with smiles. She enjoyed her school les- 
sons, but best of all she loved going after 
four o'clock to the missionary’s house 
where she would be taught to sing those 
choruses she loved so well. Yuki’s fa- 
vorite was a new one she had just learned: 
I’ve a Friend in my heart, 

A Saviour from sin, 

Since Jesus has entered 

To make joy within. 

Reaching the house of her missionary 
teacher Yuki found at least fifty pairs of 
clogs in the porch of the little Japanese 
house. It seemed hardly possible so many 


children could be crowded. into that tiny . 


place, for Miss Howard was living in what 
looked like a.doll’s house. But the paper 
wall screens had been lifted out on one 
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side, and boys and girls could “overflow” 
the small matted space of one room into 
the next. What a gay, happy crowd they 
all were, singing hymns and choruses with 
all their might. 

The talk was about a colored picture. It 
‘was very short, but touched one little lis- 
tener, as Yuki heard about a certain great 
missionary who gave up his life that his 
island people might come to know his Sav- 
iour. She wondered how much she was 
willing to sacrifice to bring some one to 
love her Saviour. She lingered after the 
other children had clattered away, and Miss 
Howard who was very fond of her noticed 
her unusually serious look. 

“Well, Yuki, is Okkasan [“Honorable 
Granny”] strong in body?” 

Yuki politely replied with a low bow. 
She was an orphan who lived with her 
old grandmother, who was by no means 
pleased since the little girl had begun to 
worship Jesu Sama (“Lord Jesus”). In- 
deed Yuki had a very unhappy time of it 
at home, but she never complained and 
always appeared bright and happy, though 
her loyalty to her Saviour cost her dearly. 

When other children were piven a few 
sen to buy sweets or a bright ribbon bow 
for their sleek, well-oiled hair, Okkasan 
now scarcely provided her little grand- 
daughter with enough coarse rice to eat. 
She said, “Times are bitter bad and sen 
are too precious to waste on anything,” 
but it was only since Yuki had bravely 
confessed her love to the Lord Jesus that 
Granny had deprived her of any little bit 
of pleasure. Whenever she saw her read- 
ing the little paper-covered Testament Miss 
Howard had given her, she scolded her 
angrily and sometimes beat her, saying she 
was a lazy useless girl and must be sent 
to the Osaka cotton mills to learn to work! 
If Yuki dared to sing any of her favorite 
choruses, her Granny would get so angry 
that the child trembled with fear. 

In Japan there are many earthquakes, 
and only when houses are wrecked and 
people killed do the people notice them. 
Yuki always remembered one day when a 
friend had taught her to ride her bicycle 
and she was feeling quite proud, when sud- 
denly the ground seemed to rise and almost 
hit her full in the face! She was flung 
off and soon saw others all around her 
lying on the ground. A “little” earthquake 
had thrown her, so Yuki picked herself 
up feeling that there was good reason for 
her fall. 

Sometime ago Yuki had asked Miss 
Howard to pray that Okkasan might come 
to love the Lord Jesus, too, and as she 
left her teacher on this particular evening 
a look of understanding passed between 
them. Both were doing all they could, 
but Granny would not welcome the mis- 
sionary to her home. Miss Howard had 
found the old lady politely excusing her- 
self behind the half opened screen, which 
she had no intention of opening wide enough 
to admit her foreign visitor. 

“Yuki, my child,” whispered Miss How- 
ard as the little girl put on her clogs, 
“keep on asking the Lord Jesus to show 
thee how to win Okkasan to love him. Be 
ready to do anything to show her the way.” 

It was a very hot and breathless evening, 
amd as she hurried home Yuki felt as if 
her feet were stuck fast to the ground. It 
was so close and the air so oppressive that 
she could hardly get along. When she 
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reached home she was angrily scolded for 
being late, and her Granny, who also 
seemed very upset with the weather, sent 
her to bed without supper as a punishment. 
Hotter and hotter it grew, and just after 
midnight a low rumble began, becoming 
louder every minute, and finally the earth 
started to sway and heave and the flimsy 
little Japanese house rocked like a small 
boat in the midst of an ocean storm. Build- 
ings began falling in every direction, and 
Yuki knew enough to realize that the only 
safety lay in instant flight. She darted 
outside, but where was Granny? She 
looked wildly around; no, she could not 
see her anywhere among the madly ex- 
cited crowds of neighbors and other peo- 
ple. In a second she had dashed back 
looking for Granny, who was absolutely 
deaf and a heavy sleeper. The little girl 
was only just in time to drag her out from 
under her wadded quilts when a cross- 
beam fell, pinning Yuki underneath. Hap- 
pily it had missed Granny by inches, who 
began wildly shouting with terror, and in 
a few moments willing hands had rescued 
them. But what of Yuki? She lay motion- 
less and death-like, but happily Miss How- 
ard had come the moment she heard that 
the street where Yuki lived had suffered 
most in the town. 

They took the little girl at once to the 
mission hospital, and after a long and 
anxious battle her life was saved, though 
both her legs were hurt, and she would 
always be accripple. But perhaps the thing 
that helped her most was the fact that her 
Granny had been so affected by her love 
and sacrifice that she had made up her mind 
to become a believer and worship Yuki’s 
God and Saviour. 

“T’m not sorry now that until I go Home 
to Jesus I shall be lame,” said Yuki 
quaintly, “because it has helped Okkasan 
to find life eternal. It would have been 
really sad if I had entered Heaven with 
both my legs whole, leaving poor Okkasan 
to die without knowing of God’s great love.” 


WortTHINnG, Sussex, ENG. 
we 


Will You Help Maintain a 
Ministry of Comfort ? 
(Concluded from page 70) 


he sent it as the impression was strong 
on his heart that I needed a word. The 
miraculous timeliness of that special mes- 
sage, which came in the same mail that 
brought the bad news, was and is to me a 
strong evidence of God’s intimate super- 
vision of how things are going with us, 
and his kindness in sending a special courier 
with a word from him when he sees one 
of his soldiers brought to his knees in the 
fight. 

People all over the world have been 
helped and stayed, at times when despair 
might have overtaken them, by the min- 
istry of the praying group back of the 
“Messenger Publications.” God, who knew 
how badly his people in all ages were go- 
ing to need comfort, comforts us “in all 
our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, by 
the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God.” Mr. Jackson has de- 
voted his life to carrying out this ministry, 
and surely a bright crown is prepared for 
the brother who is being enabled by God’s 
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grace to allay the panic of fellow Chris- 
tians and help stay them from casting 
away “the rejoicing of the hope.” 

In addition to this unique ministry of 
sending help to heart-crushed Christians, 
Mr. Jackson and his prayer associates have 
undertaken the support of a mission sta- 
tion in India which God is blessing in al- 
most Pentecostal fashion, and also to help 
the great work of the Spezia Gospel Mis- 
sion in Italy, which has won the hearty 
praise of the Italian government. 

At the present moment Mr. Jackson’s 
work (4004 Beach Drive, Seattle, Wash.) 
is almost at a standstill for lack of funds. 
Letters from heartbroken Christians are 
unanswered, and tracts are all gone. A 
doctor with exhausted medical supplies in 
a crowded hospital can best appreciate the 
longing of our brother to carry on his 
work. This mention of it is made with- 
out his knowledge or getting his consent. 
It is for the purpose of letting the -world- 
wide SunpAy ScHoot T1MEs family know 
of a man from whom they can get, and 
through whom they can enlist for others, 
a strong word of cheer and effective prayer 
in time of need. 


Wasurncrton, D. C. 





[With the New Books 


On the Potter’s Wheel. By Miss Alice 
M. Ardagh. (May be had from the author 
at 1163 S. Hoover Street, Los Angeles, 75 
cents.) It is most unusual to find a story 
that presents definitely and clearly the plan 
of salvation, together with the vital doc- 
trine of the Lord’s return, and which is at 
the same time natural, well-written fiction. 
“On the Potter’s Wheel” is in no sense a 
sugar-coated preachment. It will grip your 
attention from the start, make you eager 
to know the outcome. Its pathos and hu- 
man interest are irresistible. When you 
lay it down you have that delightful feel- 
ing of having mingled with real people, 
seen their heart struggles, wept over their 
griefs, and rejoiced in their victories, which 
are after all only the old victory of grace. 
Here is a real find for those who wish to 
put into the hands of youth something 
wholesome and constructive, which is at 
the same time entertaining and character- 
ized by good taste. 


New Testament Evangelism. By Wade 
C. Smith. (Onward Press, Richmond, Va., 
paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1.) A few years 
ago the annual report of a certain denomi- 
nation included statistics of accession by 
profession of faith on the basis of one new 
member to every twenty-one old members. 
That was a decrease of thirty per cent in 
soul-winning over the corresponding figures 
of nine years previous. The denomination 
is one of the largest and soundest in the 
United States, so that these figures quite 
likely are a reflection of what is happening 
in most churches today. “No business or 
social or fraternal organization,” rightly 
concludes Mr. Smith, “could survive a poor 
dying rate of increase like that,” and he 
adds, “It is not too much to say that each 
member should win at least one other dur- 
ing a whole year. Even that low rate 
would double the membership.” His book 
is full of challenge to the church and to 
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the individual. He feels that the greatest 
loss to the human race has been in the 
“buried talent” of God’s people — “not only 
the ‘one talent,’ but also the two and the 
five — a vast multitude of nominal Christians 
in disuse, registering zero in the vital serv- 
ice they might have been effectively do- 
ing.” The suggestions made for improve- 
ment in this alarming anaemia in the church 
everywhere are true to the Gospel program 
as outlined in Gotl’s Word. Mr. Smith 
gives concrete directions on “how to cul- 
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tivate a personal experience in effective 
witnessing to the saving power of Jesus 
Christ; how to get other individuals inter- 
ested and engaged in this joyous exercise; 
and how to organize groups of workers 
and keep them at it.” If your church is 
languishing, or is thinking of putting on 
a “membership drive’ or an every member 
campaign, the securing of a copy of this 
valuable study manual will help you make it 
not just all program or organization, but 
something that will build for eternity. 


How to Get Decisions in Personal 
Work. By J. E. Conant. (Bible Institute 
Colportage Ass’n., Chicago, 20 cents.) 
God's plan is that every one of his children 
should be a soul-winner. Therefore this 
little booklet of less than forty pages would 
be useful in the hands of every Christian. 
The work of the Holy Spirit is exalted, 
the Word of God honored, prayer encour- 
aged, and also many practical suggestions 
given in bringing the unsaved to a decision 
for Christ. Tact and also a knowledge of 
each inquirer’s condition are urged. It is 
suggested that we follow the methods of a 
successful salesman. The book is not in- 
tended to place a harness on the worker, 
but simply to make him a channel for the 
work of the Holy Spirit. 


we 


“How to Master Matthew's Gospel,” by 
Mr. McQuilkin (Times, December 16) 
may be had in pamphlet form, 10 cents a 
copy, $1 a dozen, from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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Would You Like to Help? 


EADERS of Tue Sunpay ScHoo. 

TimMEs may be interested in the spe- 
cial appeal which comes from Sheikh Metry 
S. Dewairy, Field Secretary for the 
World’s Sunday School Association in 
Egypt. His letter points out that one 
of their special activities is the holding 
of “Street Sunday Schools,” and that in 
connection with this every Sunday in Cairo 
more than 1,500 boys and girls assemble 
in twenty-six different localities. With the 
aid of a few dozen picture cards a worker 
goes to a street corner where neglected 
children are playing, invites them to re- 
ceive the cards and listen to the Bible story. 
The children eagerly respond. Games, 
songs, and Bible pictures help to produce 
appreciation. Already scores of these boys 
and girls have been won for Christ and the 
church, ~- 

In his appeal Sheikh Dewairy says they 
need many more picture cards in order to 
extend this fruitful work. Similar requests 
have come from other lands. Two or three 
publishing concerns have indicated their 
willingness to send forward a considerable 
supply of picture cards free, provided the 
postage is guaranteed. Would you like to 
help? Send your remittance to the World’s 
Sunday School Association, 216 Metro- 
politan Tower, New York City, designat- 
ing it for postage in sending picture cards 
and other needed supplies to the fields, 
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A Retrospect —and Bright 
Prospects 


HE Victorious Life Testimony recently 
received the following letter from a 
minister whose own life has been deeply 
enriched through conferences at Keswick: 


You will be interested to know that the 
three young people who were at: Keswick last 
summer are “different”? by common consent 
— and have led to public acceptance of Christ 
three others (members of the church), and 
others are fighting it out. 


Our young people’s meetings were for the 
first three weeks led by the three, and they 
were followed, at their request, by three more, 
One said he had had alternate doubts and 
assurance of his salvation, but that now he 
knew he had accepted Christ as his Saviour. 
Next was a very manly but shy youth of nine- 
teen who told about his ups and downs, and 
ended, with quivering lips, “I want to say now 
and for all time that I accept Christ as my 
personal Saviour.” The third, a most enig- 
matic and “dead looking” girl, thawed out and 
accepted Christ. All attributed their imme- 
diate stand to the difference in Evelyn, Helen, 
and Earl. Next year we hope to have eight 
or ten at Keswick. I couldn’t get them to 
go last year — next year the probiem will be 
one of selection. 


Such testimonies show how God has been 
pleased to use the message and ministry 
of Keswick in the transformation of lives 
during the past summer. 

The results of the past wonderful year 

















Lesson for February 18 


have been rich, deep, and lasting. The 
Council offer thanksgiving to God for the 
largest ‘summer attendance, for the many 
souls saved, for all the lives surrendered, 
for the largest number of volunteers for 
the foreign field of any summer conference 
season (forty. volunteers in one conference), 
and for the many young people who have 
since gone to Bible schools and to other 
places of training in preparation for the 
mission field and other service. 

The program for next summer’s Victo- 
rious Life Conferences is well under way 
and promises to be more attractive than 
ever. The dates for the conferences as 
outlined are’ as follows: 





June 23 to July 1 (Student 
Conference) 

July 7-15 (Young People’s 
Conference) 

July 21-29 (General Conference) 

August 4-12 (General 

Conference) 

August 18-26 (Young People’s 
Conference) 

August 31 to Sept. 3 (Labor Day 
Conference) 











Won't you begin to pray now about the 
possibility of your attending at least one 
conference, and that some friend also may 
be led of God to go to Keswick? 

Month-end conferences are to be held 
at Keswick: 


February 23-25 
March 30 to April 1 
April 27-29 

May 25-27 

God has been doing so much for Keswick 
recently, but the financial testing is being 
very keenly felt in these days in all three 
branches of the work: the Victorious Life 
Testimony, Keswick Colony of Mercy, and 
the Pioneer Mission Agency. 

The Council are not facing therhardest 
winter of their experience — they are fac- 
ing the Lord — “Neither know we what to 
do: but our eyes are upon thee”; “He shall 
not fail nor be discouraged.” That is why 
no one seemed alarmed a few weeks ago 
when they saw Keswick’s financial balance 
to be just 37 cents—and the next week’s 
balance 77 cents. One day at a time he is 
sending the necessary provision, and the 
Council are confident that even in days like 
these the Lord can and will keep them from 
indebtedness. They value the prayer sup- 
port of friends more than they can tell, 
and appreciate this privilege of sharing 
their thanksgiving. 

ve 


Arousing Interest in Bible Study 
among Young Folks 


ICTURES and puzzles always arouse 

interest and curiosity. The Graphic 
Guide, a four-page illustrated leaflet is- 
sued weekly, uses them to promote daily 
Bible study. It contains illustrated prov- 
erbs, for which the readers are to get the 
correct Bible reference; “jumble verses,” 
printed lines in which the letters of a Bible 
verse are not placed in their proper order, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


‘ but which when rearranged give the verse 


correctly ; “dot drawings,” in which a child 
makes his own drawing by following dots 
numbered consecutively ; “Bible alphabets,” 
with spaces left blank for the children to 
fill in; lists of daily readings ; combinations 
of words and pictures which tell stories; 
and other devices to lead children and 
young people, and even older ones, to search 
the Bible for themselves. 

Two lines of approach are presented in 
each issue, one from the Old Testament 
and one from the New. The leaflets are 
being used in Sunday-school as _ supple- 
mental work; the young people of high 
school and college age say they learn much 
from them; and invalids and aged people 
pass happy and profitable hours with them. 
Dr. Paul W. Rood, the president of the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Associa- 
tion, writes: 

The Graphic Guide is used in the Junior 
Church conducted by the Beulah Tabernacle 
in Turlock, California. Dr. and Mrs. Spear 
who have charge of this service are enthu- 
siastic in their comments regarding this weekly 
periodical. 

The Graphic Guide has increased interest 
and enthusiasm for Bible study among the 
children in our church. It is Bible-centered, 
and is arranged in a manner which fascin- 
ates and interests Juniors as they work out 
the various problems and puzzles. No child 


can use it without increasing his knowledge 
of the Bible. 


I endorse and recommend the Graphic Guide 
and suggest that parents, Junior workers, and 
all workers among children investigate it. 

The Graphic Guide is non-sectarian and 
does not give interpretations. Further in- 
formation and sample copies may be ob- 
tained from N. F. Turner, Manager, 1712- 
16 E. Twentieth Street, Oakland, Cal. 


°F 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


February 12 to 18 


Mon.—Matthew 9: 1-13. Jesus’ Power to Help. 

Prayer SuGcEstTions: The paralytic and 
Matthew the publican needed different acts 
of grace. The one needed grace to cure 
and the other grace to call. The writer of 
the precious Gospel was a debtor to grace 
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When Zachary Taylor*, fresh from the Mexican War, 
was President of the United States, the American Bible 
Society was sending checks to its annuitants. 


its annuity agreements. 


These checks always sent when due in 
spite of wars, panics and depressions, 
just as they have 


relieve anxiety toda 


done through all these years. 


You too, can secure 


and have the satisfaction of helping in the important 
work of Bible distribution through an annuity agree- 
ment of the American Bible Society. Mail the coupon 







for full information. 


FOR Tiara 
American Bible Society, 


the Society makes payments promptly 
and regularly to the many holders of 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 

















*President Taylor 
having been made a 
Life Director of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in 1850 
stated: “‘Believing that our 
prosperity and greatness as 
a nation, no less than our 
happiness as individuals,is 
in direct proportion to our 
observance of the teach- 
ings of that Book in which 
the holy semaine is reveal- 
ed, I cannot be indifferent 
to those labours which 
tend to di its instruc- 
tions and render it more 
accessible to all.” 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York ! 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS79 entitled 








“A Gift That Lives.” 
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as great as the other. Jesus passed. qver 
the sea to heal the one, and passed by the 
receipt of custom to call the other. The same 
Saviour is passing by today. Sins need- 
ing forgiveness and souls needing a divine 
call are on every hand. His power toward 
us who believe is only limited by our faith 
in him who is “able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think” 
Pray for the Bible House of Los Angeles, 
927 South Westmoreland Avenue, Los An- 
geles, Cal. 


Tues.—Matthew 8 : 5-13. 
Jesus Helps a Centurion’s Servant. 
Prayer Succestion: Our. blessed Lord 
always responds to the faith that gives him 
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his divine title. Whenever. his deity is hon- 
ored he responds with blessing. The cen- 
turion gave him his official title; he called 


him “Lord.” Distance is no barrier to 
the authoritative command of Christ. 
This fact should encourage parents 


troubled about absent loved ones. Rest 
in the Lord, and expect great things from 
him no matter what may be the difficulties 
in the way of blessing. When we are in 
difficult situations Satan tempts us to doubt 
the aiding power of Christ. But faith says, 
“T will trust and not be afraid.” . Pray for 
the Business Men's Council of the Pockct 
Testament League, Inc., T. Edward Ross, 
Treasurer, 710 Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia. 


Wed.—Matthew 8 : 28-34. Jesus Helps Demoniacs. 

Prayer Succestions: The. pity of the 
Lord is very tender. He graciously de- 
livered these helpless demoniacs. A care- 
ful reading of the passage in Mark wilt 
reveal that our Lord’s grace preceded the 
cry (Mark 5:8). The chains by which 
the demoniacs were bound were broken in- 
stantly by the Lord Jesus, “He sets the 
prisoner free; His blood can make the foul- 
est clean; His blood avails for me.” While 
Christ is our helper, our hope can never 
die. We can never despair. The enemy 
blinded, tormented, afflicted, his captives: 
but Christ gave them instant liberty at 
great personal cost. Our salvation is a 
gift; but Christ paid dearly for the gift. 
Pray for Canadian Keswick Conference, 
with headquarters at 366 Bay Street, To- 
ronto, Ontario, Can, 


Thurs.—Mark 1 : 35-45. Prayer and Power. 
Prayer SucGcestions: - Only — spiritual 
causes produce spiritual’ effects. A fife 
in a state of prayer is certain to be in a 
state of blessing. These two states go 
together like sunshine and rain. Our Lord 
by his life of prayer teaches its meaning 
and relation to extraordinary’ blessing. 
Prayer is a mode of life, a looking to God 
in everything and for everything and do- 
ing nothing apart from him. Prayer is 
connected with the extraordinary blessings 
of divine goodness, In his humiliation our 
Lord Jesus made use of the Father’s ap- 
pointed means of blessing —prayer. He 
lived prayer. We want to acquire things 
ourselves —he wanted only what the 
Father gave upon request; we want to be 
independent — he wanted to be alway de- 
pendent upon the Father. Prayer and 
power are inseparable. Those who are 
much with God in the closet will find God 
much with them in life and service. Pray 
for the Canadian Sunday School Mission, 
6or Lombard Street, Winnipeg, Man., Can. 


Fri.—Acts 16 : 14-18. 
Helping in the Name of Jesus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Lydia’s business 
life, her connection with Thyatira, and 
most of all the grace of God which in- 
clined her heart toward Christ, put her 
in the way of illustrious Christian service 
the record of which is found written in 
God’s Book. The grace of God led Lydia 
to “attend to the word of God” and to 
follow the Lord in baptism, and then to 
yield to the leading of the Spirit of God 
in opening her hospitable home to his de- 
voted servants. The help rendered was 
done, as the text indicates, as an act of 
faithfulness to the Lord. Many modern 
Lydias are helping similarly God’s servants 
to do their best work for Christ. 


“As we - 
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have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). 
Pray for the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, 


Sat.—Hebrews 1 : 1-9. The Son of God Supreme. 

PrayeER SuccEsTIons: It is not the mere 
recognition of the supremacy of Christ; 
but the acceptance of Christ who is Lord 
above all others, as supreme, that is em- 
phasized here. Demons recognize his Lord- 
ship but only those who have the Spirit 
of Christ will truly confess Jesus Christ 
as Lord, and submit joyfully to his Lord- 
ship. “Unless he is Lord of all, he is not 
Lord at all” in our lives. “‘Sanctify the 
Lord God in your hearts” (1 Pet. 3:15). 
Pray for the D. L. Moody Missionary 
Book Fund, Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation, 843 North Wells Street, Chicago, 
Tu. 


Sun.—Isaiah 35 : 1-10. Jehovah’s Gracious Reign. 

Praver Succestions: “The Jehovah of 
the Old Testament is the Christ of the 
New Testament.” During the days of his 
flesh, in offering himself to Israel prior 
to his rejection, he intimated in his mir- 
acles how benevolent would be his reign. 
But the nation said, “We will not have 
this man to rule over us.” By rejecting 
Christ they forfeited Kingdom blessings. 
When he comes again from his far journey 
to receive for himself the kingdom, these 
and other blessings of the Gospel will be 
given to penitent Israel. The future period 
of human happiness he will inaugurate is 
described in joyous beautiful language. 
Pray for the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship. of Canada, 653 Spadina Road,.To- 
rento, Can. 
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advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly o 


at the following rates, payable in ad- 4 
vance, in the United States and Pos- ” 
sessions. These rates include postage. ~~ 
75 cents—One or more copies to in- = 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year, x 
52 cents—Five or more copies, in a t 
package to only one address, 52°cents “ 


each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘LS NOQVIS HI 





Se.s ave 


BEIT TVNOTLVITBINOD 


i 
= 
in 
iw 





